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Demonstrators are arrested by police after protesting outside a Walmart store Friday Nov. 23,2012, in Paramount, Calif. Wal-Mart employees and union supporters took 
part in yesterday’s nationwide demonstration for better pay and benefits. A union-backed group called OUR Walmart, which includes former and current workers, was 
staging the demonstrations and walkouts at hundreds of stores on Black Friday, the day when retailers traditionally turn a profit for the year. 


SARAH SKIDMORE 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 

Wal-Mart workers and sup¬ 
porters marched in protest 
at a number of stores across 
America on Thursday and 
Friday, blasting the wages, 
benefits and treatment of 
employees of the world’s 
largest retailer. 

The efforts seemed to do lit¬ 
tle to keep shoppers away, 
though — Wal-Mart said it 
was its best post-Thanksgiv- 
ing sale Friday ever. 

In Paramount, California, 
authorities arrested a small 
group of protesters Friday 


outside a Wal-Mart. Eliza¬ 
beth Brennan of Ware¬ 
house Workers United said 
nine people, including 
three Wal-Mart employees, 
were arrested shortly after 
12 noon for blocking the 
street outside the store in 
Paramount. At one point, 
however, more than 1,000 
people blocked traffic out¬ 
side the store. Sheriff's Capt. 
Mike Parker told KNBC-TV. 

In Lakewood, Colorado, 
shoppers hesitated as they 
passed dozens of protest¬ 
ers outside a Wal-Mart but 
entered without incident. 
Some protesters held signs 


playing off of the retailing 
giant’s corporate slogan, 
“Live better,” accusing the 
company of corporate 
greed and underpaying its 
workers. 

“This is the way you get a 
fair shake. You’ve got to 
fight for it. You’ve always 
had to,” said protester 
Charlie May, of the Indus¬ 
trial Workers of the World 
labor organization. 

A union-backed group 
called OUR Walmart has 
said that it is holding an es¬ 
timated 1,000 protests in 46 
U.S. states. The exact num¬ 
ber is unclear. Wal-Mart 


Stores Inc. has rebutted that 
estimate, saying the figure 
is grossly exaggerated and 
that the protests involved 
few of its own employees. 
OUR Walmart, made up 
of current and former 
Wal-Mart employees, was 
formed in 2010 to press the 
company for better work¬ 
ing conditions. 

Wal-Mart has criticized the 
group for relying largely 
on other unions and non¬ 
employees to make up the 
ranks protesting outside its 
stores. 

The retailer also filed an un¬ 
fair labor practice charge 


(AP Photo/Nick Ut) 

with the National Labor 
Relations Board last week 
against the United Food 
and Commercial Work¬ 
ers International Union. The 
company said that the 
demonstrations organized 
by OUR Walmart threat¬ 
ened to disrupt its business 
and intimidate customers 
and associates. 

Wal-Mart estimated that 
fewer than 50 associates 
participated in Thursday 
and Friday's protests na¬ 
tionwide. 


Continued on Page 3 
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Beijing’s South China Sea rivals protest passport map 


ANNIE HUANG 
Associated Press 
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — China 
has enraged several neigh¬ 
bors with a few dashes on 
a map, printed in its newly 
revised passports that show 
it staking its claim on the 
entire South China Sea and 
even Taiwan. 

Inside the passports, an 
outline of China printed 
in the upper left corner 


includes Taiwan and the 
sea, hemmed in by the 
dashes. The change high¬ 
lights China’s longstanding 
claim on the South China 
Sea in its entirety, though 
parts of the waters also are 
claimed by the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Taiwan, Brunei 
and Malaysia. 

China’s official maps have 
long included Taiwan and 
the South China Sea as Chi¬ 


nese territory, but the act of 
including them in its pass¬ 
ports could be seen as a 
provocation since it would 
require other nations to 
tacitly endorse those claims 
by affixing their official seals 
to the documents. Ruling 
party and opposition law¬ 
makers alike condemned 
the map in Taiwan, a self- 
governed island that split 
from China after a civil war 



MONDAY WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY SATURDAY 


um A CASINO 


fc GET A CARD 
■DET *5 FREE FLAY! 

AlhieiN members- ikgIt* *5 Fjm Plai> 
me day ygii sign um. 

PLUS anotlwr '5 lre« Pl.iv and 2* 
pomii when von return in H hours. 


Pond?* 17pm 'jhrrf 
k-Bdi? 14pm 
f rider 

Itf Mil pertumf “ 

nuHrifeii art p 


LOVE 


TrOlidud i CiiMn□ w.inh Ed- share Ihg 
Inv* mil; on - hunk r-my Tu^d^p! 

;ip. Hour rnn ldiil^i: 5 pn ■ tip m 
MT.25 RnulpETr E : i Bla:kurk 


LADIES NIGHT 

Jfe THURSDAYS AT TPH 

frpp H.u: urfs 
, “ TrwCtempJgme 

/ a Tiff Blackjack Tcunmrwfil 

F MS Hi.Kcid^lM. 1 

Uw’SXHuyr 


Wednesdays | fpm 


LINCOLN 

HAPPY HOUR 

Fridays 3 10pm - 12am 
Sunday Football lall day 
S = S DraFl 
“S Fiiotl Sofriali 


ADVANTAGE' 

Rtfam (his mupc-i at Hit 
Irop Adva tl-iqc Huh lor 
: 5 FmPfav or TOKdrh Pla*. 



A Chinese man holds up a Chinese passport with details on a 
page that shows dashes which include the South China Sea as 
part of the Chinese territory outside a passport office in Beijing, 
China, Friday, Nov. 23, 2012. The Philippines has protested 
China's depiction of its claims over the entire South China Sea in 
an image of a map printed on newly issued Chinese e-passports. 

(AP Photo/Ng Han Guan) 


in 1949. They said it could 
harm the warming ties the 
historic rivals have enjoyed 
since Ma Ying-jeou be¬ 
came president 4 1 /2 years 
ago. “This is total ignorance 
of reality and only provokes 
disputes,” said Taiwan's 
Mainland Affairs Council, 
the Cabinet-level body re¬ 
sponsible for ties with Bei¬ 
jing. The council said the 
government cannot ac¬ 
cept the map. Philippine 
Foreign Secretary Albert 
del Rosario told reporters in 
Manila that he sent a note 
to the Chinese Embassy 
that his country “strongly 
protests” the image. He 
said China’s claims include 
an area that is “clearly part 
of the Philippines’ territory 
and maritime domain.” 

The Vietnamese govern¬ 
ment said it had also sent 
a diplomatic note to the 
Chinese Embassy in Hanoi, 
demanding that Beijing re¬ 
move the “erroneous con¬ 
tent” printed in the pass¬ 


port. In Beijing, the Foreign 
Ministry said the new pass¬ 
port was issued based on 
international standards. 
China began issuing new 
versions of its passports to 
include electronic chips on 
May 15, though criticism 
cropped up only this week. 
“The design of this type of 
passports is not directed 
against any particular 
country," Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying said at a daily 
media briefing Friday. “We 
hope the relevant coun¬ 
tries can calmly treat it with 
rationality and restraint so 
that the normal visits by 
the Chinese and foreign¬ 
ers will not be unnecessarily 
interfered with.” It's unclear 
whether China’s South 
China Sea neighbors will re¬ 
spond in any way beyond 
protesting to Beijing. China, 
in a territorial dispute with 
India, once stapled visas 
into passports to avoid 
stamping them.Q 
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Protests greet shoppers at Wal-Marts nationwide 



A large gathering protests against Wal-Mart on Black Friday, 
Nov 23, 2012, in Secaucus, N.J. Wal-Mart employees and union 
supporters took part in yesterday’s nationwide demonstration 
for better pay and benefits. 

(AP Photo/Mel Evans) 

The end of Black Friday? 


ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
Associated Press 

This season could mark the 
end of Black Friday as we 
know it. For decades, stores 
have opened their doors in 
the wee hours on the day 
after Thanksgiving. But this 
year, major chains such as 
Target and Sears ushered 
customers in on Thanksgiv¬ 
ing itself, even before the 
turkey leftovers had gotten 
cold, turning the traditional 
busiest shopping day of the 
year into a two-day affair. 
Despite an outcry from 
some employees, both 
stores and shoppers 
seemed to like it. Some 
people went shopping with 
a full belly, going straight 
from the dinner table to 
the stores. Others slept off 
their big meal and went to 
the mall before daybreak 
on Black Friday. 

“I ate my turkey dinner 
and came right here,” 
said Rasheed Ali, a col¬ 
lege student in New York 
City who bought a 50-inch 
TV for $349 and a sewing 
machine for $50 when Tar¬ 
get opened at 9 p.m. on 


Thanksgiving. “Then I’m 
going home and eating 
more.” 

This new approach could 
become a holiday shop¬ 
ping season tradition. 

“It's Black Thursday and 
Friday combined,” said 
Jackie Fernandez, a retail 
expert at the consulting 
firm Deloitte. “This is go¬ 
ing to be a new normal of 
how we shop.” Overall, it 
is estimated that sales on 
Black Friday will be up 3.8 
percent to $11.4 billion this 
year, according to tech¬ 
nology company Shopper- 
Trak, which did not fore¬ 
cast sales from Thanksgiv¬ 
ing Day. 

Overall, the National Retail 
Federation estimates that 
sales in November and De¬ 
cember will rise 4.1 percent 
this year to $586.1 billion, 
below last year’s 5.6 per¬ 
cent. 

“Every retailer wants to 
beat everyone else,” said 
C. Britt Beemer, chairman 
of America's Research 
Group, a firm based in 
Charleston, S.C. “Shoppers 
love it."Q 


Continued from front 


Company spokesman Dan 
Fogleman said that the 
number of associates who 
missed their shifts during the 
two days of events is 60 per¬ 
cent lower than last year. 

“It was proven last night 
- and again today - that 
the OUR Walmart group 
doesn’t speak for the 1.3 


million Walmart associ¬ 
ates,” the company said in 
a statement. 

The union group estimated 
that “hundreds” of employ¬ 
ees participated nation¬ 
wide. 

Wal-Mart for many years 
has faced intense scrutiny 
over its wage and benefit 
policies and treatment of 
its workers. Fogleman says 
that the company provides 


some of the best jobs in the 
retail industry and that its 
wages and benefits typi¬ 
cally meet or exceed those 
of competitors. The retailer 
maintains that it has many 
long-term employees and 
that its turnover rate is be¬ 
low the industry average. 
The company, based in 
Bentonville, Arkansas, op¬ 
erates 10,400 stores in 27 
countries. □ 
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Volunteers of America Santas are reflected in a fountain during their 11 Oth annual Sidewalk Santa Parade, in New York, Friday, Nov. 
23, 2012. The donations they raise are used for a holiday food voucher program for needy residents. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Santas 
ho-ho-ho 
for charity 
on NYC’s 
5th Avenue 

NEW YORK (AP) — It’s an¬ 
other post-Thanksgiving 
tradition: a huge serving 
of ho-ho-ho along Fifth Av¬ 
enue in Manhattan. 

The 110th annual Sidewalk 
Santa Parade has been 
around since 1902. 

Fifty fully suited, bell-ringing 
Sidewalk Santas were part 
of the Friday festivities. 

After their jolly old stroll, the 
Volunteers of America San¬ 
tas were whisked away — 
not by sleigh, but by bus. 
The donations they raise 
will used for a holiday 
food voucher program for 
needy residentsO 
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Green Saturday: US Powerball jackpot reaches $325M 


DAVID Pin 

Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) 

— Black Friday shoppers 
in many cities briefly de¬ 
toured into lottery retailers, 
drawn off task by the pros¬ 
pects of winning a $325 
million Powerball jackpot 

— the fourth-largest in the 
game’s history. 

Chicago resident Clyde 
Gadlin, 65, emerged from 
the bustle of holiday shop¬ 
pers on Chicago’s Michi¬ 
gan Avenue, to stop in at 
a 7-Eleven to buy his daily 
batch of Lottery tickets, in¬ 
cluding Powerball. 

For him, the game is a 
chance to dream — a sin¬ 
gle winner's cash payout 
would be nearly $213 mil¬ 
lion before taxes — and he 
tries not to let the long odds 
burst his bubble. 

Lottery officials say they're 
unsure what effect Thanks¬ 
giving and beginning of 
Christmas shopping season 
will have on sales, which 
normally pick up in the 
days before high-dollar 
drawings. 

If Gadlin wins, he said he'd 
return to his grandfather’s 
farm in Fleidelberg, Miss., 
where he spent part of his 



A customer fills out a Powerball form at the Jayhawk Food Mart in 
Lawrence, Kan., Friday, Nov. 23,2012. The jackpot for Powerball's 
weekend drawing has climbed to $325 million, the fourth-largest 
in the game's history. Powerball organizers say this is the first run¬ 
up to a large jackpot that's fallen over a major holiday. 

(AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) 


childhood. 

“I would go down there 
again and probably do 
a little bit of farming," he 
said, recalling the roaming 
deer and 380 acres of po¬ 
tatoes, corn, watermelons 
and sugar cane. Gadlin 
hasn’t been there for more 
than 20 years. 

And if he isn’t successful 
this time, it’s likely he’ll have 
another shot at a record- 
breaking pot of cash. 

Since Powerball tickets 
doubled in price to $2 in 
January, the number of 


Gas rationing in New 
York City ends today 


THE NEW YORK TIMES 
© 2012 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Mayor Michael 
R. Bloomberg announced Fri¬ 
day that a gas rationing sys¬ 
tem he ordered put in place 
two weeks ago would end 
Saturday. Bloomberg intro¬ 
duced a gas rationing sys¬ 
tem for city drivers for the 
first time since the 1970s on 
Nov. 9, after Plurricane Sandy 
crippled the region's fuel sup¬ 
ply network and resulted in 
hours-long lines at stations in 
the city that did have fuel. 
The city's gas rationing plan 
was put in place on the same 
day that a rationing plan was 
started on Long Island. New 
Jersey was the first to impose 
gas rationing in several coun¬ 
ties and it lasted there for 10 
days. On Long Island, Nassau 
and Suffolk County officials 
ended gas rationing last Fri¬ 
day. 


tickets sold has decreased, 
but the sales revenue has 
made up for it, increasing 
by about 35 percent, said 
Norm Lingle, chairman of 
the Powerball board of di¬ 


rectors. 

And as the price went up, 
so did the jackpots, entic¬ 
ing thousands across the 
country to play. “Christmas 
is coming and $325 million 
would come in handy," 
said Tim Abel, 63, who was 
buying a Powerball ticket 
at New York’s Port Authority 
Bus Terminal. The Broadway 
stagehand said he usually 
plays whenever the jack¬ 
pot goes over $100 million. 
Recent Powerball winners 
include an Iowa couple 
that won a whopping $202 
million on Sept. 26. A week 
later, a Delaware resident 
picked all six numbers for 
a $50 million payday. Ca¬ 
shiers at a DeliMart conve¬ 
nience store in Iowa City 
said they expect a last-min¬ 
ute rush Saturday. The store 
sells $200 to $300 worth of 
Powerball tickets on an 


average day, but assistant 
manager Scott Falkenhan 
said he anticipates that will 
more than double. 
Falkenhan, 32, was plan¬ 
ning to buy his own ticket 
after his shift ended. 

"I’d buy a new truck and a 
new boat," he said. “Then 
I’d go on my own fishing 
tour.” Roxie Breece, an as¬ 
sistant manager at a Cenex 
convenience store in Ogal- 
lala. Neb., said clerks have 
sold far more Powerball 
tickets than usual over the 
past week. “Tomorrow’s 
going to be a nightmare 
for us," she said. “With ev¬ 
erybody out shopping and 
the drawing on Saturday, 
we’ll be really busy.” 

Lingle, who is also the ex¬ 
ecutive director of the 
South Dakota Lottery, says 
this weekend will be “tell¬ 
ing.” □ 


Lines have largely evapo¬ 
rated in the city as more gas 
stations have opened and 
are receiving a steady sup¬ 
ply of fuel. But Bloomberg 
wanted the radoning system 
to extend through the busy 
Thanksgiving travel period. 
"The odd-even license plate 
system not only significantly 
reduced extreme lines, but 
also eased anxiety and dis¬ 
ruptions for drivers at gas 
stations across the five bor¬ 
oughs," Bloomberg said in a 
statement. 

"With more than 85 percent 
of gas stations now operating 
- a substantial increase from 
just 25 percent two weeks 
ago - and Thanksgiving and 
Black Friday behind us, the 
odd-even license plate sys¬ 
tem will be rescinded starting 
tomorrow morning." 

Officially, the rationing system 
will end at 6 a.m. SaturdayO 
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Anti-tax pledge and its author facing uphill battle 


JEREMY W. PETERS 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Next to the 
oath of office, it has been 
perhaps the most important 
commitment Republicans 
in Congress can make. It is 
called simply “the Pledge,” 
and its enforcer is such a 
fixture in the party that he 
is known simply by his first 
name, Grover. 

Signing it means a promise 
never, ever to vote for a tax 
increase. 

But the pledge and its cre¬ 
ator, Grover Norquist, a 
56-year-old conservative 
lobbyist, have never be¬ 
fore faced a test as they 
do now. The federal defi¬ 
cit stands at $1 trillion. The 
social safety net continues 
to grow - and, in the case 
of Medicare and Social 



Sen. Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga. waits to speak with reporters on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, Friday, Nov. 16, 2012. Sen. Chambliss 
is one of many leading Republicans signaling willingness to work 
with Democrats, even if it means raising taxes, to stem off the 
‘fiscal cliff.’ 

(AP Photo/Cliff Owen) 
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Security, remains hugely 
popular. And unless the 
two parties can agree on 
a fiscal plan before Jan. 1, 
hundreds of billions of dol¬ 
lars of tax increases will go 
into effect automatically, 
meaning that Congress 
does not even need to act 
for taxes to rise. 

The combination means 
that Norquist, whose long 
record of success is a rarity 
in Washington, finds him¬ 
self in a tricky spot. Some 
top Republicans, includ¬ 
ing House Speaker John A. 
Boehner, are saying they 
now agree with Democrats 
that the government must 
collect more tax revenue. 
Others have gone so far as 
to break with Norquist pub¬ 
licly. 

By Norquist's count, 219 
House members - enough 
for a majority - and 39 
senators have committed 
to the pledge. But some of 
those members who signed 
on, many of them years 
ago, have started to dis¬ 
tance themselves, appar¬ 
ently leaving him several 
votes shy of the majority he 


would need to block any 
tax increase. 

“A pledge is good at the 
time you sign it," said Rep. 
Peter T. King, a Republican 
from Long Island whose 
name still appears as a 
pledge signer on the web¬ 
site of Norquist's group, 
Americans for Tax Reform. 
“In 1941 I would have voted 
to declare war on Japan. 
But each Congress is a new 
Congress. And I don't think 
you can have a rule that 
you're never going to raise 
taxes or that you're never 
going to lower taxes. I don’t 
want to rule anything out.” 
Norquist contends that ev¬ 
ery few years, several noisy 
Republicans say their sup¬ 
port is squishy. Yet every 
time, he says proudly, the 
outcome is the same. 

“It's been 22 years since a 
Republican voted for a tax 
increase in this town,” he 
said in a recent interview. 
“This is not my first rodeo.” 
Ask Republicans in Con¬ 
gress today what they think 
of the pledge, and many 
of them say that while they 
still subscribe to a low-tax 
view of government, they 
resent being hamstrung by 
a piece of paper that they 
signed well before they 
were elected. Some of 
them are even saying they 
want out. 

“I’m frankly not concerned 
about the Norquist pledge,” 
Sen. Saxby Chambliss of 
Georgia said this week. 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
noted with a certain sense 
of satisfaction at an Atlan¬ 
tic magazine forum last 
week that “Fewer and few¬ 
er people are signing this, 
quote, ‘pledge.’" 

Sen. Lindsey Graham of 
South Carolina, at the 
same forum, said that with 
the federal debt at $16 tril¬ 
lion, closing tax loopholes 
and eliminating deduc¬ 
tions have to be consid¬ 


ered “even though that 
may technically violate the 
pledge." He added, “Sign 
me up." 

Sen. Tom Coburn of Okla¬ 
homa has called the 
pledge a “tortured vision of 
tax purity.” 

Ted Yoho, who will repre¬ 
sent part of northern Florida 
when new House convenes 
in January, said: “I’ll pledge 
allegiance to the flag. I'll 
pledge to be faithful to my 
wife.” But he is one of the 
House newcomers who de¬ 
clined to sign to Norquist’s 
pledge and likened it to a 
New Year's resolution many 
others will break. 

In the current talks with 
President Barack Obama, 
Republicans have signaled 
an openness to increasing 
tax revenue by reducing 
deductions and credits, as 
long as income tax rates do 
not rise. 

That would still violate the 
pledge, which states that 
“any and all efforts” to in¬ 
crease taxes are inexcus¬ 
able. 

Some Republicans have 
decided they no longer 
like the lack of flexibility. 
“Basically the pledge is like 
a Master Lock,” said Rep. 
Scott Rigell of Virginia, who 
in January became one of 
the first freshmen to publicly 
renounce the pledge. 
When Rigell announced 
his reversal, he braced for 
blowback. Instead, he said 
the word he received was 
a text message from his lo¬ 
cal Republican Party chair¬ 
man saying, “Thanks for 
your courage.” Yet Norquist 
still includes Rigell's name 
on his list of pledge signers. 
Obama administration of¬ 
ficials and other Demo¬ 
crats argue that Norquist’s 
pledge is doomed be¬ 
cause Republicans will 
eventually need to square 
their budget policies with 
public opinion. □ 
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Clashes erupt in Egypt after Morsi expands powers 


want to overthrow the re¬ 
gime." They also yelled 
“erhal, erhal," — Arabic 
for “leave, leave.” Outside 
a mosque in the Mediter¬ 
ranean city of Alexandria, 
anti-Morsi crowds threw 
stones and firecrackers on 
Brotherhood backers who 
used prayer rugs to pro¬ 
tect themselves, injuring at 
least 15. The protesters then 
stormed a nearby Brother¬ 
hood office. Sfate TV report¬ 
ed that offices of fhe Broth¬ 
erhood’s political arm were 
burned in the Suez Canal 
cities of Suez, Ismailia and 
Port Said, east of Cairo. In 
the southern city of Assiut, 
ultraconservative Islamists 


and former jihadists out¬ 
numbered liberal and left¬ 
ists in rival demonstrations. 
The two sides exchanged 
insults and scuffled briefly. 
Morsi and the Brotherhood 
contend that supporters of 
the old regime are hold¬ 
ing up progress toward 
democracy. They have 
focused on the judiciary, 
which many Egyptians see 
as too much under the 
sway of Mubarak-era judg¬ 
es and prosecutors and 
which has shaken up the 
political process several 
times with its rulings, includ¬ 
ing by dissolving the lower 
house of parliament, which 
the Brotherhood led. □ 



Protesters storm an office of Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi's Muslim Brotherhood Freedom 
and Justice party and set fires in the Mediterranean port city of Alexandria, Egypt, Friday, Nov. 23, 
2012. State TV says Morsi opponents also set fire to his party's offices in the Suez Canal cities of 
Suez, Port Said and Ismailia. Opponents and supporters of Morsi clashed across Egypt on Friday, 
the day after the president granted himself sweeping new powers that critics fear can allow him to 
be a virtual dictator. (AP Photo/Amira Mortada) 


AYA BATRAWY 

MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Supporters 
and opponents of President 
Mohammed Morsi clashed 
Friday in the worst violence 
since he took office, while 
he defended a decision to 
give himself near-absolute 
power to root out what 
he called “weevils eat¬ 
ing away at the nation of 
Egypt." 

The edicts by Morsi, which 
were issued Thursday, have 
turned months of growing 
polarizafion into an open 
battle between his Muslim 
Brotherhood and liberals 
who fear a new dictator¬ 
ship. Some in the opposi¬ 
tion, which has been di¬ 
vided and weakened, 
were now speaking of a 
sustained street campaign 
against the man who near¬ 
ly five months ago became 
Egypt's first freely elected 


president. 

The unrest also under¬ 
scored the struggle over 
the direction of Egypt’s 
turbulent passage nearly 
two years after a popu¬ 
lar uprising toppled Hosni 
Mubarak’s authoritarian 
regime. Liberals and secu¬ 
lar Egyptians accuse the 
Brotherhood of monopoliz¬ 
ing power, dominating the 
writing of a new constitu¬ 
tion and failing to tackle 
the country’s chronic eco¬ 
nomic and security prob¬ 
lems. 

“I don’t like, want or need 
to resort to exceptional 
measures, but I will if I see 
that my people, nation 
and the revolution of Egypt 
are in danger,” Morsi told 
thousands of his chant¬ 
ing supporters outside the 
presidential palace in Cai¬ 
ro. 

But even before he spoke, 
thousands from each 


camp demonstrated in 
major cities, and violence 
broke out in several places, 
leaving at least 100 wound¬ 
ed, according to security 
officials. 

Security forces pumped 
volleys of tear gas at thou¬ 
sands of pro-democracy 
protesters clashing with riot 
police on streets several 
blocks from Cairo’s Tahrir 
Square, birthplace of the 
Arab Spring, and in front 
of the nearby parliament 
building. Young protesters 
set fire to tree branches 
to counter the gas, and a 
residential building and a 
police vehicle also were 
burned. 

Tens of thousands of activ¬ 
ists massed in Tahrir itself, 
denouncing Morsi. In a 
throwback to last year's 18- 
day anti-Mubarak uprising, 
they chanted the iconic 
slogan first heard in Tunisia 
in late 2010: “The people 
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Testing truce, Gaza crowds surge at Israel border fence 


KARIN LAUB 

SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) — 

Israeli troops fired on Gazans 
surging toward Israel’s bor¬ 
der fence Friday, killing one 
person but leaving intact the 
fragile two-day-old cease¬ 
fire between Hannas and the 
Jewish state. 

The truce, which calls for an 
end to Gaza rocket fire on 
Israel and Israeli airstrikes on 
Gaza, came after eight days 
of cross-border fighting, the 
bloodiest between Israel and 
Hamas in four years. 

In a letter to the U.N. Secu¬ 
rity Council, the Palestinian 
U.N. observer Riyad Mansour 
called the situation in Gaza 
“extremely fragile” and said 
Israel's cease-fire violations 
and other illegal actions risk 
undermining the calm that 
was just restored. 

Hundreds of Palestinians ap¬ 
proached the border fence 
Friday in several locations in 
southern Gaza, testing ex¬ 
pectations Israel would no 
longer enforce a 300-meter- 
wide (300-yard-wide) no-go 
zone on the Palestinian side 
of the fence that was meant 
to prevent infiltrations into 
Israel. In the past, Israeli sol¬ 


diers routinely opened 
fire on those who crossed 
into the zone. 

In one incident captured 
by Associated Press vid¬ 


eo, several dozen Pal¬ 
estinians, most of them 
young men, approached 
the fence, coming close 


to a group of Israeli soldiers 
standing on the other side. 
Some Palestinians briefly 
talked to the soldiers, while 
others appeared to be 


taunting them with chants 
of “God is Great” and “Mor- 
si, Morsi," in praise of Egyp¬ 
tian President Mohammed 


Morsi, whose mediation 
led to the truce. 

At one point, a soldier 
shouted in Hebrew, “Go 
there, before I shoot you,” 


and pointed away from 
the fence, toward Gaza. 
The soldier then dropped 
to one knee, assuming a 


firing position. Eventually, a 
burst of automatic fire was 
heard, but it was not clear 
whether any of the casual¬ 
ties were from this incident. 
Gaza health official Ashraf 
al-Kidra said a 20-year-old 
man was killed and 19 peo¬ 
ple were wounded by Israeli 
fire near the border. 
Mansour, the Palestinian U.N. 
observer, said Israeli forces 
fatally shot Anwar Abdulhadi 
Qudaih, 21, in the head and 
injured at least 19 other Pal¬ 
estinian civilians in a border 
area east of Khan Younis. 
During the incidents, Hamas 
security tried to defuse the sit¬ 
uation and keep the crowds 
away from the fence. 
Moussa Abu Marzouk, a top 
Hamas official at the ongo¬ 
ing negotiations in Cairo, told 
The Associated Press that 
the violence would have no 
effect on the ceasefire. 

The crowds were mainly 
made up of young men but 
also included farmers hoping 
to once again farm lands in 
the buffer zone. Speaking by 
phone from the buffer zone, 
19-year-old Ali Abu Taimah 
said he and his father were 
checking three acres of 
family land that have been 
fallow for several years.Q 



Hamas police officers prevent Palestinians from approaching the Israeli Gaza border fence 
in east of Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Friday, Nov. 23, 2012. Hundreds of Gaza crowds 
surged toward Israel’s border fence with the Hamas-ruled territory, in a no-go-zone that has 
been kept by Israel for years to prevent infiltrators. The crowd, many returning to their farm land, 
were testing new agreements mediated by the Egyptians between Hamas and Israel that led 
to a cease-fire after eight days of cross-bordering fighting. One Palestinian was killed and 19 
injured. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue) 
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Abbas determined to seek UN nod for Palestine 



U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, left, shakes hands 
with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas during a meeting in 
the West Bank city of Ramallah. Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas will attempt to override U.S. objections and seek U.N. 
recognition of a state of Palestine next week, his aides said 
Friday. 

(AP Photo/Alaa Badarneh, Pool) 


DALIA NAMMARI 

KARIN LAUB 
Associated Press 
RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) 

— After bitter rival Hamas 
held its own in a fierce bat¬ 
tle with Israel, Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas 
has no choice but to over¬ 
ride U.S. objections and 
seek U.N. recognition of a 
state of Palestine next week, 
his aides said Friday. 

But even such recognition, 
likely to be granted, may 
not be enough for the West¬ 
ern-backed backed propo¬ 
nent of non-violence and 
a peace deal with Israel to 
stay relevant and counter 
the soaring popularity of 
Gaza’s Hamas militants. 
Abbas — formally the lead¬ 
er of all Palestinians but only 
in charge in parts of the 
West Bank — was in trouble 
even before being relegat¬ 
ed to the role of spectator 
as Israel and Hamas fought 
for eight days, starting Nov. 
14, then negotiated a truce 
with the help of Egypt that 
could lead to easing Israel’s 
long-standing Gaza border 
blockade. 

By comparison, years of ef¬ 
fort by Abbas to negotiate 
the terms of a Palestinian 
state with Israel have led no¬ 
where. His West Bank gov¬ 
ernment has been buckling 
under the worst cash crisis in 
its 18-year existence, spark- 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi¬ 
can federal police say 
they’ve arrested one of the 
FBI’s most-wanted fugitives, 
a Los Angeles man sought 
on charges of murder, kid¬ 
napping and rape. 

The federal police agency 
says Joe Luis Saenz, who is 
about 37, was taken into 
custody in the western city 
of Guadalajara on Friday. 
Mexican officials expect ex¬ 
tradition proceedings to be¬ 
gin in the coming days. 

The FBI says Saenz is ac¬ 
cused of fatally shooting 
two rival gang members in 
Los Angeles in July 1998 and 
of kidnapped, raping and 
murdering his girlfriend less 
than two weeks later. He is 
accused of a fourth murder 
in Los Angeles County in Oc¬ 
tober 2008. 

There was a reward of up 


ing widespread domestic 
discontent. And Hamas, 
which seized Gaza from 
Abbas in 2007, emerged 
from regional isolation 
after the Arab Spring up¬ 
risings brought its parent 
movement, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, to power in 
key countries, including 
Egypt. 

The Gaza fighting sharp¬ 
ened trends already evi¬ 
dent before, said analyst 
Nathan Thrall of the Inter¬ 
national Crisis Group think 
tank. “Abbas was truly iso¬ 
lated before this, and this 
(Gaza) conflict looks like a 
disaster for him,” he said. 
Abbas had hoped the U.N. 
bid will allow him to seize 
the initiative after years 
of diplomatic paralysis. 
Under the plan, the U.N. 
General Assembly would 
approve “Palestine” — 
made up of the West Bank, 
Gaza and east Jerusalem, 
areas Israel captured in 
1967 — as a non-member 
observer state. Palestine 
is far from being estab¬ 
lished, but U.N. recogni¬ 
tion would affirm its future 
borders and enable the 
Palestinians to join U.N. or¬ 
ganizations. Israel, backed 
by the Obama adminis¬ 
tration, opposes the U.N. 
bid as an attempt to by¬ 
pass negotiations. Abbas 
says he’s willing to resume 


to $100,000 for information 
leading to his arrest.Q 


talks once the 1967 borders 
have been recognized as 
the baseline, something 
hardline Israeli Prime Min¬ 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
refuses to do. Israel, while 
willing to cede some land, 
says it will not withdraw to 
the 1967 lines, and has in¬ 
stead moved half a million 
Israelis into settlements on 
war-won land. 

Earlier this week, U.S. Sec¬ 
retary of State Hillary Rod¬ 
ham Clinton again urged 
Abbas in a meeting at his 
West Bank headquarters to 
drop the U.N. plan, said Ab¬ 
bas aide Saeb Erekat. 
However, Abbas, widely 
known as Abu Mazen, told 
Clinton and other recent 
visitors, including the French 
and German foreign minis¬ 
ters, that he is determined 
to move ahead. 

Israel’s Gaza offensive “ac¬ 


tually pushed Abu Mazen 
to go to the U.N.,” Erekat 
said. Erekat accused Ne¬ 
tanyahu of systematically 
undermining the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority in order to 
keep his grip on the West 
Bank, while trying to push 
Gaza closer to Egypt. The 
West Bank and Gaza lie 
on opposite sides of Israel 
which has prevented virtu¬ 
ally all travel and trade be¬ 
tween the two territories. 
“To stop this strategy, the 
only avenue is to go to the 
U.N., and place Palestine 
as a geographic entity, as 
a state,” Erekat said. 

Abbas is seeking the U.N. 
vote next Thursday and is 
expected to win the need¬ 
ed simple majority of those 
present, his aides say. The 
Palestinians can count on 


support from Arab, Mus¬ 
lim and many developing 
and non-aligned countries. 
They have been court¬ 
ing European Union mem¬ 
ber states, many of them 
skeptical, but it’s not clear 
if they’ve made inroads 
there. Hana Amireh, a PLO 
official in the West Bank, 
said he believes Abbas will 
get some sympathy votes 
after the Gaza fighting, 
with the international com¬ 
munity increasingly aware 
of his precarious situa¬ 
tion. “What happened in 
Gaza will convince more 
countries in the world to 
support us at the U.N.,” he 
said. However, others say 
Hamas’ battle with Israel 
has diverted attention from 
what Abbas had hoped 
would restore some of his 
political legitimacy. “This 
bid is going to be politically 
and PR-wise less rewarding 
because of the Gaza war,” 
said Ghassan Khatib, until 
recently the Palestinian Au¬ 
thority spokesman. 

The fallout from the fighting 
is also troubling for Abbas 
in other ways. Many Pales¬ 
tinians consider Hamas the 
victor because Israel chose 
not to send ground troops 
to Gaza, even after the Is¬ 
lamists fired hundreds of 
rockets at the Jewish state, 
including several toward 
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, 
crossing what many had 
assumed was an Israeli red 
lineO 
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EU summit ends without a budget 


Iran govt, criticizes Turkish 
request for Patriot missies 


CARLO PIOVANO 

DON MELVIN 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — A summit 
of the European Union’s 27 
national leaders, charged 
with agreeing on a long¬ 
term budget for the bloc, 
broke up Friday afternoon 
without being able to 
reach a deal. 

Coming just days after the 
17 eurogroup finance min¬ 
isters failed, yet again, to 
agree on the conditions 
for releasing badly needed 
bailout money for Greece, 
the failure of the two-day 
summit raises questions 
about how the bloc makes 
important decisions. In 
most cases, unanimity is re¬ 
quired, meaning that each 
country wields veto power. 
The EU’s top officials, who 
put in long hours trying 
to soften up the national 
leaders individually before 
putting them together in 
the same meeting room, 
tried to put a brave face 
on the budget deadlock. 
European Council Presi¬ 
dent Herman Van Rompuy, 
who presides over the sum¬ 
mits, said the “constructive 
discussions” at the sum¬ 
mit meant an agreement 
could be reached early 
next year. He added that 
the national leaders had in¬ 
structed him and European 
Commission President Jose 
Manuel Barroso to contin¬ 
ue working toward consen¬ 
sus over the coming weeks. 
Barroso, too, called the 
talks constructive. But he 
added, “we are not yet at 
the point of reaching con¬ 
sensus." 

The prospect of failure had 
hung over the EU lead¬ 
ers’ summit, charged with 


agreeing on a long-term 
spending plan of around 
€1 trillion ($1.25 trillion) for 
the 27-country bloc, even 
before the meeting began. 
Some countries wanted the 
budget to rise, while others 
insisted it had to fall. 

Van Rompuy tried to thread 
the needle. He proposed a 
budget with some cuts, but 
in a post-summit press con¬ 
ference, he also offered a 
nod to those countries who 


believe greater spending is 
essential to spur growth in 
countries hit by recession. 
“Growth in one country 
benefits all,” he said. 

British Prime Minister David 
Cameron, the most vocal 
proponent of holding the 
line on EU spending, said he 
had found “strong allies” 
in the Dutch and Swedish 
leaders. And, indeed, it ap¬ 
peared that some coun¬ 
tries, including Germany, 
took pains to ensure that 
Britain — a country some 
fear may eventually with¬ 
draw from the EU — did not 
find itself isolated. 

Dutch Prime Minister Mark 


Rutte stressed that it was 
important that Britain “re¬ 
main engaged" with Eu¬ 
rope “because Britain is 
important to the EU as a 
whole." 

For his part, Cameron was 
firm. 

“The deal on the table from 
the EU President was just 
not good enough,” Cam¬ 
eron told reporters after the 
summit broke up. 

“"We haven’t got the deal 


we wanted but we’ve 
stopped what would have 
been an unacceptable 
deal," he said. 

“And in European terms I 
think that goes down as 
progress.” 

The EU budget funds pri¬ 
marily programs to help 
farming and spur growth in 
the bloc’s less developed 
countries. 

In financial terms, the bud¬ 
get amounts to only about 
1 percent of the EU’s gross 
domestic product, but 
carries great political sig¬ 
nificance as it lays bare the 
balance of power between 
the bloc’s members. □ 


BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Iran lashed 
out Friday at Turkey for re¬ 
questing that NATO supply 
it with Patriot surface-to-air 
missiles to deploy along the 
border with Syria, denounc¬ 
ing the step by Ankara as 
counterproductive. 

Iranian parliamentary 
speaker Ali Larijani made 
the remarks after a visit to 
Damascus, a show of sup¬ 
port by Tehran to its in¬ 
creasingly diplomatically 
isolated ally. “The internal 
crisis in Syria cannot be 
solved through the deploy¬ 
ment of such weapons,” 
Larijani, who is close to the 
Islamic Republic’s supreme 
leader, said at a news con¬ 
ference in Beirut where he 
went after leaving Syria. 
Turkey’s request earlier this 
week follows several inci¬ 
dents in which violence has 
spilled across the border 
from the civil war in Syria, 
frequently mortar rounds 
falling a short distance in¬ 
side. Patriots would be use¬ 
ful in intercepting ballistic 
missiles — a much more 
serious but still hypothetical 
threat. NATO said Wednes¬ 
day it will consider the re¬ 
quest “without delay." The 
Syrian Foreign Ministry also 
criticized the Turkish move, 
calling it “a new provoca¬ 
tive step.” Larijani, who 
met Syrian President Bashar 
Assad in Damascus earlier 
Friday, said Iran was seek¬ 
ing a peaceful solution to 
the war in Syria. “The dif¬ 
ference between us and 
the others when it comes 
to Syria is that the others 
want to impose democra¬ 


cy through weapons,” he 
said. “Iran cannot accept 
or support such a way.” “I 
don’t think democracy can 
be achieved through rock¬ 
et propelled grenades,” he 
added. 

Iran is Assad’s strongest 
ally in the region, and anti¬ 
government activists ac¬ 
cuse Tehran of sending 
both weapons and fight¬ 
ers to Syria. Syria’s conflict 
erupted in March 2011 with 
an uprising against Assad’s 
regime, inspired by other 
Arab Spring revolts, but 
quickly morphed into a civil 
war that has since killed 
more than 40,000 people, 
according to activists. In vi¬ 
olence around Syria Friday, 
Islamic extremists, including 
members of the al-Qaida- 
inspired Jabhat al-Nusra 
group, battled with pro¬ 
government Kurdish gun¬ 
men in the northern town 
of Ras al-Ayan near the 
border with Turkey, activists 
said. Kurdish activist Mus¬ 
tafa Osso and the British- 
based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights had no 
reports of casualties. The Is¬ 
lamic militants entered the 
town earlier this month and 
have since clashed almost 
daily with the Kurdish gun¬ 
men. Both factions add to 
the complexity of Syria’s 
conflict. When govern¬ 
ment forces withdrew from 
Kurdish areas in northeast¬ 
ern Syria in July, they were 
quickly replaced by Kurd¬ 
ish fighters from the Kurdish 
Democratic Union Party, or 
PYD, who would then battle 
rebels when they pushed 
their way into predomi¬ 
nantly Kurdish areasO 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel, center, leaves after an EU 
summit in Brussels on Friday, Nov. 23, 2012. The Brussels summit 
has ended without an agreement on the 27-member union's 
next seven-year budget. 

(AP Photo/Michel Euler) 
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Suicide bomber levels government buildings in Afghanistan 



Members of the Afghan National Army cordon off the site of a 
bomb blast in Kabul, Afghanistan. A suicide bomber detonated 
an explosive vest after he made his way into a heavily guarded 
side street deep in the main diplomatic neighborhood of Kabul 
within blocks of the U.S. Embassy. The blast killed three security 
guards and wounded two civilians, according to police. 

(Bryan Denton/The New York Times) 


ALISSA J. RUBIN 
© 2012 New York Times 
MAIDAN SHAHR, Afghani¬ 
stan - A suicide bomber 
driving a truck made his 
way to the heart of a pro¬ 
vincial capital in Afghani¬ 
stan on Friday and explod¬ 
ed his bomb, leveling many 
government and security 
buildings, badly damaging 
a prison and leaving the 
governor without an office. 
The bomber struck in Maid- 
an Shahr, in Wardak prov¬ 
ince, killing two police offi¬ 
cers and a young woman 
and wounding 90 others, 
including police officers 
and civilians, officials said. 
Although the province has 
long been sharply contest¬ 
ed, this was the first such 
attack on Maidan Shahr, 
about an hour's drive from 
the nation’s capital, Kabul, 


residents said. 

Wardak's governor, Abdul 
Majid Khogyani, was keep¬ 
ing track of the casualties 
on a piece of paper as 
he met with police officers 
and elders in fhe courtyard 
of the main government 
compound. It was so badly 
damaged that none of the 
rooms in the buildings were 
usable. 

“If I had been here, I and 
my family would have 
been killed,” said Khog¬ 
yani, gesturing to a guest¬ 
house, where he had been 
living. 

It was among the most 
heavily damaged of the 
structures still standing. 

In a statement emailed 
to reporters, the Taliban 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack, saying it was re¬ 
venge for the execution of 


Taliban prisoners this week 
by the Afghan govern¬ 
ment. However, Khogyani 


said he believed that his 
recent efforts to reconcile 
a number of Wardak’s vil¬ 


lages with the government 
had angered the Taliban, 
who rely on rural support. 
He received warnings from 
security officials Wednes¬ 
day, the same day as the 
executions, that an explo- 
sives-laden truck had en¬ 
tered the city, suggesting 
that the attack had been 
planned well before the 
decision to hang the Tal¬ 
iban prisoners. 

The buildings closest to the 
blast were reduced to rub¬ 
ble. The bomb left a crater 
at least 20 feet across and 
10 feet deep. 

In the aftermath, the 
streets were filled with the 
sound of scraping glass as 
shopkeepers and security 
guards swept broken win- 
dowpanes out of shops, 
leaving small piles on the 
streetsO 


Sierra Leone’s incumbent president wins 2nd term 


C. ROY-MACAULAY 
Associated Press 
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone 
(AP) — Sierra Leone's in¬ 
cumbent president hand¬ 
ily won re-election and 
was sworn in late Friday by 
the country’s chief justice, 
as the capital of the war- 
scarred country erupted 
in drumming and celebra¬ 
tion. 

Ernest Bai Koroma won 
58.7 percent of the vote. 
His closest rival, opposition 
leader and retired Brig. 
Gen. Julius Maada Bio, 
came in second with 37.4 
percent, according to re¬ 
sults announced Friday 
by the National Electoral 
Commission chairwoman 
Christiana Thorpe. 

A total of eight challengers 
attempted to unseat Ko¬ 
roma in the Nov. 17 elec¬ 
tion, the third presidential 
poll since the end of Sierra 
Leone's horrific civil war in 


2002. 

The 11 -year war, which was 
dramatized in the Leon¬ 
ardo Di Caprio film “Blood 
Diamond,” wrecked fhe 
country's economy. Reb¬ 
els were known for hack¬ 
ing off fhe arms of their 
victims, asking them if fhey 
preferred “shorf sleeves” 
or “long sleeves," and the 
country is dotted with vi¬ 
sual reminders of the war, 
including a league of am¬ 
putee soccer teams. 

“The people have spoken 
and their collective will has 
prevailed. This is a win for 
every Sierra Leonean,” Ko¬ 
roma told the nation in his 
acceptance speech late 
Friday night. “The time for 
politics is over ... This is the 
time for all of us fo em¬ 
brace each ofher. Lef ev¬ 
ery All Peoples Congress 
member embrace every 
Sierra Leone Peoples Party 
member,” he said, nam¬ 


ing his party and that of his 
main challenger. 

“I will make sure the fruits of 


the agenda for prosperity 
are equality distributed in 
every district of the coun¬ 


try and enjoyed by all. 
The work starts today,” he 
addedO 



EXCELSIOR CASINO, located at Holiday Inn 
The most complete gambling experience!! 

* POKER * BLACK JACK 

* DAILY BINGO * THREE CARD POKER 

* SPORTSBOOK * CARIBBEAN STUD POKER 

* THE LATEST GAMES * ROULETTE 

ON SLOTS * CRAPS TABLE 

Lady Luck is waiting for you at EXCELSIOR CASINO! 

For more information give us a call (297) 586-7777 
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Sudan aerial bombardment kills 7 


TOM ODULA 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Su¬ 
dan carried out aerial bom¬ 
bardments on the northern 
part of South Sudan in the 
last three days killing seven 
people and wounding oth¬ 
ers, a South Sudanese of¬ 
ficial said Friday, accusing 
their northern neighbor of 
breaking an agreement 
between the two countries 
to end hostilities. 

Sudanese Antonov planes 
dropped more than 27 
bombs in a disputed re¬ 
gion near the village of Kiir 
Adem in northern Bahr el 
Ghazal State, said Col. Phil¬ 
ip Aguer the spokesman for 
South Sudan’s military. 

The attack is in violation of a 
security agreement signed 
between the two countries 
54 days ago to end hostili¬ 
ties, he said. South Sudan 
is also accusing Sudan of 
frustrating its efforts to re¬ 
sume oil production. 

“They have been doing this 
for a number of years in de¬ 
fiance of the international 
community... you cannot 
be wanting peace and 
bomb innocent civilians,” 
Aguer said. 

He said the South Sudan 
military has taken up de¬ 


fensive positions and will 
act in accordance with 
the country’s constitution 
to defend its citizens if they 
see movement of ground 
troops from Sudan’s side. 
South Sudan broke away 
from Sudan last year after 
decades of conflict be¬ 
tween the north and south. 
The South seceded after 
an independence vote 
that was the culmination 
of a 2005 peace treaty 
that ended decades of 
war that killed more than 
2 million people. The two 
countries have unresolved 
issues on border demarca¬ 
tion and distribution of oil. 
South Sudan suspended oil 
production in January after 
accusing Sudan of stealing 
its crude. Sudan said it was 
taking the oil in lieu of un¬ 
paid transport fees. Border 
clashes escalated in April 
when South Sudan troops 
took over an oil town in a 
region Sudan claims as its 
own. 

South Sudan’s president 
said the delay in resum¬ 
ing oil production is being 
caused by fresh demands 
by Sudan which owns the 
pipeline through which 
crude is to be transported. 
Kiir’s comments came 


two days after the U.S. 
raised concerns over the 
implementation of Sept. 27 
agreements signed by the 
presidents of Sudan and 
South Sudan, on the shar¬ 
ing of oil wealth and the 
demilitarization of a zone 
between their borders. 
Victoria Nuland, the U.S. De¬ 
partment of State spokes¬ 
woman, said in a statement 
Monday that the creation 
of the safe demilitarized 
border zone between the 
two countries is vital to en¬ 
sure that both the countries 
honor their commitments 
to cease-fire. Nuland said 
no progress was made dur¬ 
ing a Nov. 6-7 meeting be¬ 
tween representatives of 
the South Sudan and Sudan 
over the implementation of 
the agreements and called 
on the countries to recom¬ 
mit themselves. “We are 
also disappointed by the 
delays in the resumption of 
oil production. This denies 
much needed revenue to 
both economies and we 
urge both parties to resume 
production while they work 
to resolve other bilateral is¬ 
sues,” she said. South Su¬ 
dan’s independence re¬ 
duced Sudan’s revenues 
by nearly three-quarters.Q 


Spain: 

King Juan Carlos receiving hip surgery 



Spain’s King Juan Carlos walks using crutches after the official 
photo at the XXII Iberoamerican summit in the southern Spanish 
city of Cadiz. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti) 


MADRID (AP) —Spain’s King 
Juan Carlos has arrived at a 
hospital in Madrid to under¬ 
go hip surgery to give him 
greater mobility. 

The king smiled from the 
front passenger seat of a 
chauffeured car and joked 
with a large group of jour¬ 
nalists that had gathered at 
the entrance to the Quiron 
San Jose hospital on Friday. 
Juan Carlos told govern¬ 
ment leaders gathered at 
the Iberoamerican Summit 
last week he had to “go 
back to the workshop.” 

The 74-year-old monarch 
will have the operation on 
his left hip. In April he was 
flown back from a contro¬ 
versial elephant hunting sa¬ 
fari in southern Africa after 
fracturing his right hip joint. 
The king has had several 
health issues in the past two 
years, including knee sur¬ 
gery and the removal of a 
benign lung tumorO 



AROUND THE WORLD 

Pussy Riot member gets ‘safe’ cell 

MOSCOW (AP) — One of the jailed members of the punk 
band Pussy Riot has been moved into a solitary cell fol¬ 
lowing tensions with other inmates, Russian prison officials 
said Friday. Stanislav Volegov, a spokesman for the Fed¬ 
eral Penitentiary Service in the Perm region in the Ural 
Mountains where Maria Alekhina is serving her sentence, 
said on Rain TV that she was moved into a “safe” cell on 
Wednesday at her own request. He didn’t spell out the 
reasons behind the move, but other prison officials said, 
according to Russian news wires, that Alekhina made the 
request because of her perception that fellow prisoners 
had a negative attitude to her.Q 

Thieves steal 18 tons of chocolate 

VIENNA, Austria (AP) — Thieves with a huge sweet-tooth 
have driven off with 18 tons of chocolate in Austria. State 
broadcaster ORF says on its website that the driver of a Slo¬ 
vak tractor trailer loaded the 33 pallets of milk chocolate 
onto his vehicle from the producer in the western town 
of Bludenz earlier this week — supposedly to deliver an 
order from a company in the Czech Republic. But, police 
in the westernmost province of Vorarlberg say that the li¬ 
cense plates and papers of the Slovak truck and driver 
were apparently counterfeit. The trip should have taken 
less than a day, but as of Friday — four days after the truck 
was loaded — the delivery was still outstanding. Police are 
investigating^ 

Mexico rejects Azerbaijan statue 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — A commission of experts says Mexi¬ 
co City’s government should remove a life-size statue of 
Azerbaijan’s former president that was recently erected 
along the city’s main boulevard. The bronze, Stalinesque 
statue of Geidar Aliyev was erected by the Azerbaijan 
embassy, which paid for the renovation of part of the city 
park where it sits. Protesters have said they are offended 
by a monument to an authoritarian figure like Aliyev, who 
led Azerbaijan first as Communist Party boss during Soviet 
times and then as president from 1993 to his death in 2003. 
Azerbaijan officials have said that removal of the statue 
could affect diplomatic relations with Mexico. □ 

Church finds 2 tons of droppings 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — A hatch on a Swedish church tower 
inadvertently left open for some three decades resulted 
in 2 tons of pigeon droppings amassing in the tower. The 
church’s property manager says the layer of droppings 
was 30 cenfimefers (12 inches) deep when it was discov¬ 
ered during a May inspection of the Heliga Trefaldighets 
Kyrka in Gavle, north of Stockholm. Lennart Helzenius said 
on Thursday that church staff had been shocked by the 
sheer number of bags of excrement cleaners were re¬ 
moving from the tower. He says the droppings filled 80 
bags in the first round of cleaning, and then just as many 
in the second round. Helzenius says the hatch had prob¬ 
ably been left open since the 1980s.Q 

Tennis coach convicted of rapes 

PARIS (AP) — A former tennis coach in France has been 
convicted and sentenced to eight years in prison for rap¬ 
ing young players attending the academy he used to run 
in Saint-Tropez. The case began with a book by a former 
ranked player who described years of abuse by Camaret, 
now 70. Several other women later came forward with ac¬ 
cusations that Camaret raped or sexually abused them 
when they trained in the 1980s and 1990s. The statute of 
limitations had run out for most of the accusers. Former 
No. 3-ranked player Nathalie Tauziat testified on his be¬ 
half at the trial. Camaret has said that the atmosphere 
at his academy was “conducive to flings,” the Sipa news 
agency reported. □ 














Art lovers enjoy colorful opening of ‘Skyline’ exhibition 



ORANJESTAD - Home and 
Nature has launched an 
exciting new art exhibi¬ 
tion by popular local artist 
Grace Ashruf, titled ‘Sky¬ 
line’. The exhibition can 
be viewed at Home and 
Nature during shopping 
hours, located at the Ave- 
nida Milo Croes 70, Dakota, 
Oranjestad, Aruba. 

Skyline is a collection of 
36 small 40x40cm textured 
abstract landscape paint¬ 
ings. Grace explains that 
the series ‘Skyline’ is based 
on pictures and impres¬ 
sions taken while on a road 
trip. The artist has mostly 
used colors and textures 
from paintings she has cre¬ 
ated over the last 10 years. 


“Workings on such small 
canvases and all one size, 
was very challenging and I 
have explored all possible 
hypotheses in an abstract 
style of skylines,” Grace 


shares. 

With this collection, Grace 
Ashruf kept strong com¬ 
position and vibrant mod¬ 
ern colors, techniques she 
is known for, despite the 


small canvas size. Each art¬ 
work is original and unique, 
Grace concludes. 

Grace has presented a 
number of solo and col¬ 
lective exhibitions to the 


public over the years, from 
which she has gained a 
good reputation and posi¬ 
tive responses. 

All are welcome! □ 
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GRAND VICTORIA ■V.^ u «.h T 


SPECIALIZE IN CHINESE AMD INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 



Located at the Palm Beach #134 neat the traffic lights apposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
tho best prices on all of our cuisines. Call; 5B6-4461 


mumsasmmm 

umcasa 

palm BmcJi *IKJ * Ul: (297) 5H6-3SI0 
Ojttfl hogfS; ■ Sslufduy 6;>ni ■ ItftntfeiigM 

Stflurday 8iim 10pm 

Has everything that you need for a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety of liquors 
and wine, beach items and much mqra. 



Beach Tennis clinic for kids by champion Alessandro Calbucci 


An enthusiastic group of 
children waited with excite¬ 
ment for the number one in 
the world of beach tennis, 
Alessandro Calbucci, to 
start his clinic. Held at the 
new beach tennis courts at 
the Holiday Inn Resort, this 
fantastically good player 
from Italy taught them 
quick moves and rapid re¬ 


sponses during an intensive 
training. Calbucci, whose 
athleticism in the sand was 
proven beyond a doubt 
during the Divi Resorts Aru¬ 
ba International Beach 
Tennis Event at Eagle 
Beach, was the uncontest¬ 
ed winner in the doubles 
as well as in the singles; his 
level is almost outerworldly. 
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ln the upcoming days, 
Calbucci will be teaching 
morning and afternoon 
clinics for adults; from 9 - 


11 am and from 3-5 pm. 
For people who are in¬ 
terested to experience a 
masterclass from the mas¬ 
ter himself, please sign up 
via the arubabeachtennis. 


com site. Calbucci will fly 
back to Italy on Sunday. 
Photos show Calbucci in 
action during his clinic and 
interested parents watch¬ 
ing from the sidelines.Q 
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More Secret Agents Crack the Code at Heineken’s 007 Happy Hours! 



Your Own Caribbean Private Sanctuary 




Heineken's 007 Happy 
Hours campaign has a lot 
more prizes to give away if 
you can ‘Crack the Code', 
including a brand new, lim¬ 
ited edition Heineken Beer 
Tender for your house! 

Be on the lookout for up¬ 
coming 007 Happy Hours 
from Heineken: you never 
know when you will need 
to put your Secret Agent 
Skills to the test and ‘Crack 
the Code'IQ 


The mission continues! Last 
Saturday the New Ambi- 
ante Snack in Kudawecha 
gave a big ‘welcome’ to 
the candidates for new Se¬ 
cret Agents! 

The fun and excitement 
took place in the presence 
of several partygoers, and 
of course as always, the 
beautiful Heineken ‘Bond 
Girls.' And the good news is 
there are still more surprises 
to come! 
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Innovator and pioneer of Aruba recommended for 
a “Mr. Walter Wiggins Barefoot Elegance Square” 




This honor is based not only 
on his vision and creativity in 
transcending and develop¬ 
ing a very successful “low- 
rise” concept in the Hotel 
Industry on the Island of 
Aruba, but also on various 
islands in the Caribbean. 

Mr. Walter Wiggins, a cor¬ 
porate/civil lawyer from 


Ithaca, New York and his 
lovely wife and family, trav¬ 
eled to Hawaii, Florida and 
most of the Caribbean Is¬ 
lands. When they arrived 
on the Island of Aruba, they 
fell in love with everything 
the Island had to offer; 
peace of mind, tranquility, 
relaxation, sun, beaches. 


safe drinking water and 
excellent cuisine. But most 
of all they fell in love with 
the local people and their 
“Aruba One Happy Island" 
hospitality. 

The Wiggins family saw a 
nice piece of property on 
“Druif” Beach and wanted 
to build a vacation home. 
They went to the planning 
board of Aruba and were 
told that all properties on 
“Druif” beach were as¬ 
signed for Hotels only. They 
asked what the minimum 
requirement was, and were 
told 40 rooms. 

The Wiggins family, being 
professionals and educat¬ 
ed people went to their 
business acquaintances for 
financial support, returned 
to the Island and built their 
first Divi resort in 1969, and 

the rest is history. 

The recommendation is as 
follows: Place a big “Island 
rock” (see drawing on the 
next page) with a bronze 


plaque with Mr. Wiggin’s 
credentials, and a bronze 
Divi tree on top of the 
“rock" (size approx. 3ft), on 
the vacant “Island” that’s 
located between the Divi 
Links Golf course and the 


Divi hotel, up to the four 
way intersection before ar¬ 
riving at the Alhambra Ca¬ 
sino. 

Bernard Simon 
“Living with Passion” 
November 23, 2012 



American Style Burgers Rule!! 



T he inspiration for a good American style 
hamburger comes fight from the owners 
backyard grill. Aoion Walisever - before his 
'retirement 1 - was Known os "The King of Fireplaces 
& Grills" in Mew England. Moving to Aruba From 
Sharon, Massachusetts with his wife Rosie was a 
positive move all around - but their search for a 
good burger and fries didn’t stretch (or trom home. 

It was this reason thal Rosie & Aaron opened 5 
Burgers Aruba! As the name implies, there are 5 
specially burgers offered including a mammoth 
Western Burger, a tasty melted Gouda Burger, a 
Farmers Burger complete with a fried egg. For the 
very hungry, o 3 poify Mon Burger and to round out 
the specials - o zesty chicken breast wilh special 
sauce is also available. 

Of course, hamburgers and cheeseburgers - small 
and regular sized are also on the menu. But the big 
surprise is the hand-cut daily - french fries - from 
select Idaho potatoes and hand-mode onion rings! 

Cooking ihese In pecnut oil leaves the pure potato 
flavor in fhe fry, A favorite woy to enfoy fries is with 
vinegar! These complement any meal ordered at 5 
Burgers! Burgers are pressed doily and are U.S.D.A, 
choice beet only and lightly seasoned with a special spice blend. They can even satisfy you If you desire a veggie burger. 
Toppings cue encouraged and available at no additional charge - raw or grilled onions &. mushrooms, feltuce, tomato. BBQ 
sauce and many more tasty items. Brand new Hems to the menu Include a hand-made beef empanada and chicken bites. 
6 Burgers Aruba is open from Noon to 10-ish daily. Delivery Is available to your pool or hotel room! They ore located behind 
Senar Frogs and across from Ihe Radissan Hotel, Came by and enjoy a great burger experience. Rosie 3. Aaron one oFten on 
site - molting sure that you are happy with your burger experience! Coll 5 BURGERS ARUBA ot 5&6-3904.D 
























In this Jan. 28, 2012, file photo, Ottawa Senators’ Daniel Alfredsson takes part in the NHL All-Star skills hockey competition in Ottawa, Ontario. The NHL announced 
Friday, Nov. 23, 2012, that they are calling off all games through Dec. 14, plus the 2013 NHL All-Star Weekend scheduled for Jan. 26-27 in Columbus, Ohio. A total of 
422 regular-season games, more than 34 percent of the season, have now been lost becuase of the NHL’s lockout of its players. 

Associated Press 

Packers put 5-game win streak on line vs. Giants 


The Associated Press 

For anyone wondering if 
the New York Giants will 
wake up to make a run 
at defending their Super 
Bowl title, Sunday’s game 
against the streaking 
Green Bay Packers should 
be a good indication. 

The slumping Giants are 
coming out of the bye 
week on a two-game los¬ 
ing run and facing one of 
the NFL’s toughest sched¬ 
ules in the final six weeks. 

It kicks off at home against 
Aaron Rodgers and the 
Packers, whose five-game 
winning streak is tied with 
Denver for the current lon¬ 
gest in the league. 

“This is extremely important. 


it can be a make-or-break 
game," Giants safety Antrel 
Rolle said. “We have to go 
out there and sustain some¬ 
thing that is going to mean 
something for our team. At 
this point, we have to focus 
on the Green Bay Packers 
and give it our all. That’s all 
that anyone can ask for." 
The situation isn't new for 
Tom Coughlin’s team. They 
blew a lead in the NFC 
East after a good start last 
season, then put together 
a six-game winning streak 
that carried them to their 
second NFL title since 2007. 
Included in that run was a 
37-20 win over the Packers 
in the NFC divisional round, 
a game in which New York 



San Francisco 49ers quarterback Alex Smith (11) is tackled by St. 
Louis Rams linebacker Jo-Lonn Dunbar (58) on a four-yard gain 
during the first quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 11, 
2012, in San Francisco. Smith had a concussion from the play. 

Associated Press 


forced four turnovers and 
got three touchdown pass¬ 
es from Eli Manning. 
Recently, the Giants have 
not played well for a 
month. They blew a fourth- 
quarter lead against Pitts¬ 
burgh and followed that 
with a dismal effort in a 
loss at Cincinnati. Before 
that, they needed a 77- 
yard touchdown pass from 
Manning to Victor Cruz to 
beat Washington and then 
escaped Dallas with a win 
when Dez Bryant’s hand 
landed out of bounds, nul¬ 
lifying a late touchdown 
that would have allowed it 
to take a late lead. 

Continued on Page 22 
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Merritt up against Bolt and Rudisha for IAAF award 



United States’ Aries Merritt, left, crosses the finish line in the men’s 110-meter hurdles final 
to win gold ahead of Jamaica’s Hansle Parchment during the athletics in the Olympic 
Stadium at the 2012 Summer Olympics, London, in this Wednesday, Aug. 8, 2012 file photo. 

Associated Press 


JOSEPH WILSON 
Associated Press 
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) 

— Olympic hurdles cham¬ 
pion Aries Merritt is facing 
some of his toughest com¬ 
petition at the lAAF’s 100th 
anniversary gala. Three 
months after winning the 
110-meter hurdles at the 
London Games, Merritt will 
be up against Usain Bolt 
and 800-meter gold med¬ 
alist David Rudisha for the 
lAAF’s World Athlete of the 
Year award. Although Bolt 
will be tough to beat after 
the Jamaican sprinter re¬ 
tained his 100 and 200 titles 
in London, Merritt did make 
a case for himself by fol¬ 
lowing up his gold medal 
run with a world record in 
the hurdles in September. 
“It was a storybook year,” 
Merritt said Friday. “This has 
been a fairy tale.” Merritt’s 
goal for 2013 will be to go 
even faster than the 12.80 
seconds he ran in Brus¬ 
sels at the Van Damme 
Memorial on Sept. 7. “My 
coaches said that my ap¬ 


proach could have been 
better, and that I floated 
on my last hurdle (in Brus¬ 
sels),” the 27-year-old Mer¬ 
ritt said. “They said that if 
I corrected those things I 
could have run 12.70.” 


Merritt’s record was 0.07 
seconds faster than the 
previous mark held by Cu¬ 
ban hurdler Dayron Robles. 
“All of us did something 
special this year," said Rudi¬ 
sha, who set a world record 


in the 800. “Bolt is a legend 
for repeating what he did 
in 2008. And Merritt did very 
well breaking the record in 
the 110 hurdles. “Compar¬ 
ing all of us, it is very diffi¬ 
cult to tell who will win, but 


whoever wins, we will all be 
very happy.” 

Merritt spoke Friday along¬ 
side hurdling greats Renal- 
do Nehemiah, Colin Jack- 
son and Harrison Dillard, 
who won the 100-meter 
sprint at the 1948 Olym¬ 
pics and the 110 hurdles 
four years later in Helsinki. 
Nehemiah, a former world 
record holder who later 
played in the NFL for the 
San Francisco 49ers, said 
that Merritt had recovered 
the “art" of hurdling. “In my 
generation we had to be 
skilled, we studied the art 
form of hurdling," Nehe¬ 
miah said. “For many years 
after me I thought peo¬ 
ple were just running fast, 
knocking down hurdles. 
“(Merritt) is poetry in mo¬ 
tion. That’s why he is having 
a great career.” Allyson Fe¬ 
lix, Valerie Adams and Jes¬ 
sica Ennis — all gold medal¬ 
ists from the London Olym¬ 
pics — are in contention for 
the women’s award from 
the IAAF. Both awards will 
be announced Saturday.^ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 


MerryweQliw has o love 
and passion for fishing, 

A Ushormgn who kr kfw* 
cPglii Sill. wTvpE pgr Jogpt 
wafers have fa alter, and 
what Ihe words "Tre&h sta- 
(Bood'' realty mean, 
whaf Kerby colchet wii be 
served In his reslouroni go 
the same day. Herby Iqv« 
ia shore his fisfwig pow?n 
wish Ihe many visitors t-p ihe 
island. His fleet at a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
Ohd 0 50 ff- Twiin Engird 
PDSf yathf, appropriately 
called '"Driftwood f and II, 
is available 10* charters Oo 
a doily bas^s from Bom io 
12 noon ond from 1 pm io 




OftAriJESTAb - The down¬ 
town marina Is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
She toe-eetSlLil ftsherrrven 
oi the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oronjeslad. 

OfiSiwood owner Herby 



WinrrefioMnH. UUH41 Malno Ciwp Blue Mi*lln liriiKFtr Tpurn-arnefit HHSt 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter mckidos: 
copioii\ mote, ail timing 
equipment, bent, sodas and 
botrled water, On a lull day 
charier sandwiches, and 
snacks are alto included. 
You can call Herby directly 
dl {297] 592 4040 Of go Id 
v/ww.dHlIwoodarubo.coin . 

Diftiwood Nesrouron/t 


This authentic Aruban sea- 
Food restdurOnl is located 
io charactefitfic downlown 
Omnjesiod,, Their emend¬ 
ed menu hos been jubied 
by many. Driftwood oFfers 
daily specials, as wefl as o 
delicious 4-cc-urse menu far 
just (25.95 

Charier deep sea fishing 
rales: 

1400 ■ 1/2 day 


%?60r Full day 
Rales per bool 
Max. 6 people 
Diiflwood Rcslomonl 

Authentic Aftjbon Seolocd 
Restauranl] flipsiraai 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: |297] 563 25(5 

ww w.dirillwp odar^ txi.com 

Opening h-Qurt: ewery day. 
train 5pm tin lD:3Qom. 

Sunday Closed. 













































SPORTS 1 19 


Saturday, November 24, 2012 


Vonn still undecided about 
competing in Aspen 



Lindsey Vonn, of the United States, carries her skis during practice 
for the women's World Cup ski race in Aspen, Colo, on Friday, 
Nov. 23, 2012. 

Associated Press 


PAT GRAHAM 

AP Sports Writer 

APSEN, Colorado (AP) — 

Lindsey Vonn completed 
two training runs and will 
decide later Friday wheth¬ 
er to compete in this week¬ 
end’s World Cup races. 

The four-time overall World 
Cup champion recently re¬ 
turned to training after an 
intestinal issue that landed 
her in hospital. She will de¬ 
cide after consulting with 
her coaches and physio¬ 
therapist whether to step 
into the starting gate for 
the giant slalom on Satur¬ 
day and slalom on Sunday. 
The main concern with 
Vonn is whether she’s com¬ 
pletely back to full strength. 
The Olympic downhill gold 
medalist spent two nights 
in hospital with what she 
described on Facebook 
as “some infection in my 
tummy." 


Health permitting, Vonn will 
be there. She spent most 
of last week training in Vail 
and also squeezed in a 
downhill practice session at 
the U.S. Ski Team’s speed 
center at Copper Moun¬ 
tain. 

Immediately after Friday’s 
session, Vonn jumped into 
a truck waiting at the bot¬ 
tom of the lift and took off 
without saying a word. 

This venue has been far 
from friendly to Vonn in re¬ 
cent seasons. She’s failed 
to finish a race five times 
on this course and didn’t 
qualify for a second run on 
another four occasions. Her 
best finish in Aspen is fourth 
place. 

Not only that, but it was 
here, about a year ago, 
when Vonn announced 
that she and her husband 
of four years were divorc¬ 
ing. She then dominated 


the season with 12 wins, 
reclaiming the overall title 
from Maria Hoefl-Riesch of 
Germany by setting a new 
overall points record at 
1,980. 

Still, it's been a tumultuous 
past few months for Vonn, 
who’s relied on family and 
friends to get her through 
the ordeal. 

Vonn recently requested to 
compete in a men's down¬ 
hill race, only to be reject¬ 
ed by the International Ski 
Federation. She was hop¬ 
ing to enter the men’s race 
this weekend in Lake Lou¬ 
ise, Alberta. 

The 28-year-old Vonn has 
53 career victories, trailing 
only Annemarie Moser-Pro- 
ell of Austria (62) and Vreni 
Schneider of Switzerland 
(55). 

Earlier this month, Vonn 
skipped a slalom competi¬ 
tion in Levi, Finland. But that 


had more to do with want¬ 
ing to train more for Aspen 
and not the illness. 

“It's good to see her back. 
I’m glad she’s back,” Tanja 
Poutiainen of Finland said 
after her training run. “We 
are a big family here. 
Everybody knows each 
other. We support each 
other, because we are not 
playing against each other 


like in (soccer) or ice hock¬ 
ey.” 

Tina Maze of Slovenia felt 
the same way. 

“I hope she’s feeling good 
and she can race,” said 
Maze, who finished runner- 
up to Vonn in the overall 
title chase last season. “I 
don't know if she’s feeling 
that good for racing. But I 
hope so."0 



Join us today for 
Alhambra's Heatwave of Cash! 

From 6pm to 10pm, we're giving away 
$20 CASH to lucky Advantage players 
every 20 minutes. 


Where Aruba goes to play! 


Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 


CASINO AND SHOPS 
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Tax increases could factor in MLB negotiations 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 

Team executives and 
agents wandered into the 
Agave Sunset lounge at 
the resort where the gen¬ 
eral managers’ meetings 
were held in Indian Wells, 
Calif. Four of the six flat- 
screen televisions were 
showing election cover¬ 
age, with the other two 
turned to sports. 

President Barack Obama’s 
victory over Mitt Romney 
was of as much interest to 
baseball’s money men as 
the game scores, given the 
millions of dollars routinely 
guaranteed in player con¬ 
tracts these days. 

As free agents negoti¬ 
ate deals this offseason, 
tax policy is an area that 
comes up along with the 
usual issues. Some players 
are wrangling for as much 
money as they can get be¬ 
fore the end of the year to 
avoid a take hike in 2013. 
“’Front-loading would 
make sense if at all possible 


as tax rates will definitely 
go up on January 1st on all 
high-income taxpayers,” 
agent Greg Genske said in 
an email. "The only ques¬ 
tion is HOW MUCH will the 
rates increase????” 

This much is known for now: 
Starting Jan. 1, there is 
an additional 0.9 percent 
Medicare tax on wages 
above $200,000 for individ¬ 
uals and $250,000 for mar¬ 
ried couples filing jointly un¬ 
der the federal Affordable 
Care Act, a rise to 2.35 per¬ 
cent. 

In addition, the Bush tax 
cuts are scheduled to ex¬ 
pire at the end of the year, 
which could raise the high¬ 
est marginal federal tax 
rate from 35 percent to 39.6 
percent - although a deal 
between Obama and Con¬ 
gress could change that. 
Oakland Athletics general 
manager Billy Beane fig¬ 
ures agents will be on top 
of the changes - but the re¬ 
sults of negotiations about 
the so-called fiscal cliff are 


unpredictable. 

"I think if you're hopping 
around the potential of tax 
reform, you're probably 
chasing your tail,” Beane 
said. "If they can predict 
when something’s going 
to happen, then they’re 
much further ahead than 
the lawmakers.” With 
baseball contracts worth 
as much as $275 million 
(Alex Rodriguez) and the 
major league minimum 
$480,000, tax policy affects 
every player who spends 
most of the season in the 
big leagues. All-Star short¬ 
stop Jose Reyes, who has a 
$10 million salary next year, 
was traded from the Miami 
Marlins to the Toronto Blue 
Jays. While Florida has no 
state income tax, Reyes re¬ 
mains a New York resident 
from his days with the Mets 
and had high taxes to be¬ 
gin with. Ontario's provin¬ 
cial tax rises to 11.16 per¬ 
cent - on top of a Canadi¬ 
an federal level as high as 
29 percent. Among states 


with big league teams, in¬ 
come tax rates go as high 
as 10.3 percent in California 
and 8.82 percent in New 
York. At the other end, Flor¬ 
ida, Texas and Washington 
have no state income tax. 
The top rate in the District of 
Columbia is 8.95 percent. 
”1 like ours; we're a no-tax 
state,” Seattle Mariners 
general manager Jack 
Zdurienck said. "When 
we sit down with players, 
that’s a huge benefit. I 
think any player out there 
that has an opportunity to 
play in a no-tax state gets 
benefits, enormous ben¬ 
efits. We hope that weighs 
in our favor.” According 
to an analysis done by a 
tax lawyer on the staff of 
agent Scott Boras, a play¬ 
er with a $10 million salary 
and average deductions 
who plays in Florida and is 
a resident of that state will 
see his taxes rise from $3.45 
million this year to $4.09 mil¬ 
lion next year under current 
law. If traded to the Blue 



In this Sept. 2, 2012, file photo, 
Miami Marlins shortstop Jose 
Reyes appears in the dugout 
during a baseball game 
against the New York Mets in 
Miami. 

Associated Press 

Jays, that player's 2013 tax 
would rise to $4.27 million. 
And if dealt to a California 
team, the tax would go 
up to $4.4 million. By mov¬ 
ing money from salary into 
signing bonuses, players 
can sometimes lower their 
state tax bills. □ 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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NHL cancels games through Dec. 14, All-Star game 



NHL Players' Association executive director Donald Fehr, center, arrives for labor talks at NHL 
headquarters in New York with his brother, NHLPA counsel Steven Fehr, right, Wednesday, Nov. 21, 
2012, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By IRA PODELL 
AP Sports Writer 

More than a third of the 
NHL regular season and 
two of its marquee events 
have now been called off. 
The league announced its 
latest round of cancella¬ 
tions on Friday - Day 69 of 
its labor lockout. All games 
through Dec. 14 were 
wiped out, and this time All- 
Star Weekend, scheduled 
for Jan. 26-27 in Columbus, 
Ohio, was lost, too. The 
New Year’s Day outdoor 
Winter Classic already was 
scratched. 

NHL Deputy Commissioner 
Bill Daly said losing the All- 
Star festivities is "extremely 
disappointing.” 

"We feel badly for NHL fans 
and particularly those in 
Columbus, and we intend 
to work closely with the Blue 
Jackets organization to re¬ 
turn the NHL All-Star events 
to Columbus and their fans 
as quickly as possible,” Daly 
said in a statement Friday. 
The Blue Jackets said fans 
holding tickets to the game, 
the skills competition, and 
other events during that 
weekend could receive re¬ 
funds. 

Brian Jack, a 35-year-old 
IT director who grew up in 
Pittsburgh, moved to Co¬ 


lumbus 17 years ago and 
converted from a Penguins 
fan to a Blue Jackets sup¬ 
porter after the expansion 
team hit the ice. 

"We knew the All-Star 
Game, the longer it went, 
was probably going to 
be one of the first special 
events they cancelled,” 
said Jack, a season-ticket 
holder for all of the Blue 
Jackets’ 12 seasons. 

"You knew it was com¬ 
ing, but I hoped that they 
would get together and fix 
it (labor problems) up. For 
season-ticket holders who 
have watched the Blue 
Jackets struggle for a num¬ 
ber of years with the prod¬ 
uct on the ice, the All-Star 
game was supposed to be 
a bright spot. Now that’s 
gone.” 

A lockout in the 1994-95 
season shortened that 
campaign to 48 games. A 
similar scenario could play 
out this time if the sides 
can find some common 
ground. Or the whole sea¬ 
son could be lost, as it was 
in 2004-05. 

The new cancellations 
come as little surprise. 
Owners and players had 
an unproductive negotiat¬ 
ing session on Wednesday 
that produced no move¬ 


ment to break an impasse 
over splitting more than $3 
billion in revenue and also 
player contracts. 

"All players felt that this 
week would lead to some¬ 
thing,” Detroit Red Wings 
defenseman Niklas Kro- 
nwall wrote in an email 
to The Associated Press. 
"However as of today un¬ 
fortunately that doesn't 
seem to be the case. It's 
very disappointing.” 

Daly said he spoke to union 
officials on Friday, advis¬ 
ing them about the can¬ 
cellations, but at this point 
no face-to-face talks are 
scheduled. The possibility 
exists that Daly will speak 
to union special counsel 
Steve Fehr by telephone 
this weekend, but even 
that isn't certain. 

The sides had stayed apart 
for eight days before re¬ 
convening on Monday 
night and then again on 
Wednesday when the 
union presented a com¬ 
prehensive proposal the 
NHL requested. Players’ 
association executive di¬ 
rector Donald Fehr said 
Wednesday that the sides 
were closer financially 
than the NHL has claimed. 
The further cancellations 
Friday will cause signifi¬ 


cantly greater losses for the 
league. 

"On Wednesday, the play¬ 
ers presented a compre¬ 
hensive proposal, once 
again moving in the own¬ 
ers’ direction in order to 
get the game back on the 
ice,” Donald Fehr said in a 
new statement. "The gap 
that remains on the core 
economic issues is $182 mil¬ 
lion. On Wednesday, NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bett- 
man said that the league 
is losing $18-20 million per 
day during the lockout, 
therefore two more weeks 
of cancelled games far 
exceeds the current eco¬ 
nomic gap. "It makes the 
NHL's announcement of 
further game cancella¬ 
tions, including the 2013 All- 
Star Weekend, all the more 
unnecessary, and disap¬ 
pointing for all hockey fans 
- especially those in Co¬ 
lumbus. The players remain 
ready to negotiate but we 


require a willing negotiat¬ 
ing partner.” 

The union made its of¬ 
fer that was based on a 
framework the NHL had 
given, which included a 50- 
50 split of hockey-related 
revenue and a $393 million 
in deferred payments for 
the players, who earned 
57 percent of revenues in 
the collective bargaining 
agreement that expired 
in September. The NHL of¬ 
fered only $211 million to 
the players in a proposed 
deal that took into ac¬ 
count that a full 82-game 
schedule would be played 
this season. 

Players previously had pro¬ 
posed they receive a guar¬ 
anteed amount of income 
each year. 

Management wants a sev¬ 
en-year deal, which the 
union says is too long be¬ 
cause fewer than half the 
current players will be ac¬ 
tive by the last seasonO 



Hockey Hall of Fame inductee Mats Sundin, of Sweden, poses for 
a photograph at the Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto on Monday, 
Nov. 12, 2012. Associated Press 


Forsberg, Sundin named 
in IIHF Hall of Fame class 


ZURICH (AP) — Sweden 
greats Peter Forsberg and 
Mats Sundin have been 
named in the International 
Ice Hockey Federation's 
Hall of Fame class for 2013. 
The IIHF says the former 
Olympic and world cham¬ 
pions will be inducted in 
Stockholm in May when 
their home country hosts 
the world championship. 
Two Canadians will be in¬ 
ducted: Paul Henderson, 
star of the 1972 Summit 
Series against the Soviet 
Union, and Danielle Goy- 


ette, a two-time Olympic 
champion. 

Teppo Numminen of Fin¬ 
land, a three-time Olympic 
medalist, is the fifth player 
chosen. 

The governing body also 
selected Canadian broad¬ 
caster Gord Miller and its 
former general secretary, 
Jan-Ake Edvinsson of Swe¬ 
den, to be inducted. 

The IIHF is making a special 
award to the Soviet Union 
team which won the inau¬ 
gural world championship 
in 1954.Q 
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Brady, high-scoring Patriots embarrass Jets 49-19 



New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady (12) throws a 
pass during the first half of an NFL football game against the 
New York Jets, Thursday, Nov. 22, 2012, in East Rutherford, N.J. 

Associated Press 


EAST RUTHERFORD, New Jer¬ 
sey (AP) — Tom Brady and 
the New England Patriots 
put this game — and the 
New York Jets’ ugly season 

— away early. 

At least it was competitive 
for a quarter. By halftime, it 
was a big-time laugher. 
Brady threw three touch¬ 
down passes and ran for a 
score as the Patriots thor¬ 
oughly embarrassed the 
Jets with a 35-point second 
quarter in a 49-19 victory 
Thursday night. 

After a scoreless opening 
quarter, the Patriots (8- 
3) went on a touchdown 
spree despite holding the 
ball for only 2:14 as they 
took advantage of sever¬ 
al mistakes by Rex Ryan’s 
hapless Jets (4-7). Their 35 
second-quarter points tied 
for the fourth-most in a 
quarter in NFL history. 

Fans were chanting for 
Tim Tebow to play before 
the second quarter of this 
Thanksgiving showdown 
was over, and booing as 
the team left the MetLife 
Stadium field at halftime. 
New England, which beat 
Indianapolis 59-24 on Sun¬ 
day, scored four touch¬ 
downs in just over 6 minutes 

— including three in a jaw- 
dropping 52-second span 

— helping Bill Belichick be¬ 
come the eighth coach 
in NFL history with 200 ca¬ 
reer victories, including the 


playoffs. 

Brady finished 18 of 28 for 
323 yards before leaving 
with 2 minutes left in the 
game. Fie reached 3,000 
yards passing for the 10th 
time, becoming one of six 
players to accomplish the 
feat. Fie also passed Dan 
Fouts for 10th place on the 
career passing list. 

New York's Mark Sanchez 
was 26 of 36 for 301 yards 
with a touchdown and an 
interception. Tebow didn’t 
play at all — nursing sore 
ribs that made him ques¬ 
tionable for the game — 
and stood on the sideline 


with a cap on throughout 
despite the occasional 
chants for him to get some 
snaps. 

TEXANS 34, LIONS 31, OT 
DETROIT (AP) — Shayne 
Graham’s 32-yard field 
goal in overtime gave 
Flouston the win at De¬ 
troit after Lions coach Jim 
Schwartz broke an NFL rule 
on a scoring play. 

Detroit kicker Jason Flan- 
son had a chance to get 
Schwartz off the hook, but 
his 47-yard field goal at¬ 
tempt on the fifth posses¬ 
sion of the extra period hit 
the right upright. 


Schwartz threw a chal¬ 
lenge flag when Flouston's 
Justin Forsett scored on an 
81-yard touchdown run in 
the third quarter. Replays 
showed Forsett was down 
near midfield, but Schwartz 
negated the automatic 
review by challenging the 
play and was called for un¬ 
sportsmanlike conduct. 

The long run got Flouston 
within three. 

Arian Foster ran for 102 
yards and two scores for 
the Texans, including a 
1-yard run with 1:55 left in 
the fourth quarter that tied 
it at 31. 

AFC South-leading Flous¬ 
ton (10-1) took its first lead 
when Graham made up 
for missing a field goal ear¬ 
lier in a turnover-filled OT. 
The Texans have won five 
straight, including the last 
two in OT. 

Detroit (4-7) has lost three 
straight to make it extreme¬ 
ly difficult to reach its goal 
of earning a spot in con¬ 
secutive postseasons for 
the first time since the mid- 
1990s. 

REDSKINS 38, COWBOYS 31 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Robert Griffin III threw for 
311 yards and four touch¬ 
downs, leading Washing¬ 
ton to the road win. 

The Fleisman Trophy win¬ 
ner from Baylor made the 
Cowboys look like an over¬ 
matched college team 


during the decisive sec¬ 
ond quarter of Griffin’s first 
pro game in the state. Fie 
got some help from his re¬ 
ceivers, including a leap¬ 
ing grab and long run from 
Pierre Garcon and some 
nifty footwork in the end 
zone by Santana Moss. 
Tony Romo lost for the first 
time in six starts on Thanks¬ 
giving, despite a career- 
high 441 yards and three 
second-half touchdowns, 
including the longest of his 
career — an 85-yarder to 
Dez Bryant. Romo ran in a 
2-point conversion after 
a TD throw to Felix Jones 
and threw another scoring 
pass to Bryant to help Dal¬ 
las close to 35-28 with 8:24 
remaining. 

But Griffin answered — 
twice, actually. After Ro¬ 
mo’s long touchdown 
to Bryant, Griffin threw 
his fourth scoring pass, a 
29-yarder to Niles Paul. 
The rookie became the 
first Redskins quarterback 
to throw four touchdown 
passes in consecutive 
games. 

After the Cowboys (5-6) 
pulled within a touchdown, 
Griffin drove them into scor¬ 
ing position again, calmly 
completing three passes 
for first downs and running 
57 2 minutes off the clock 
before Kai Forbath made 
it 38-28 on a 48-yard field 
goal. □ 


NFL Preview 


Continued from Page 17 


After a somewhat slow 
start, the Packers have 
turned things around, win¬ 
ning six of seven games. 
Rodgers, who led Green 
Bay to a 15-1 regular-sea- 
son mark last season, has 
thrown 24 touchdowns and 
four interceptions in the 
run. Rodgers also has been 
a pain for the Giants in their 
last two regular-season 
games, throwing for 773 
yards, eight touchdowns 
and just one interception. 
“Fie is what makes us go on 
offense," Packers coach 
Mike McCarthy said. 


“That’s how our offensive 
system is built, around the 
quarterback. Fie carries a 
lot of responsibility. I’m very 
pleased with his perfor¬ 
mance to date." 

Also on Sunday, San Fran¬ 
cisco's visit to New Orleans 
is as intriguing as any game 
on the schedule for many 
reasons. 

The 49ers could get back 
quarterback Alex Smith 
from a concussion, but with 
the way Colin Kaepernick 
performed in the rout of 
Chicago on Monday, it’s 
uncertain who will get the 
start from coach Jim Flar- 
baugh. 

Regardless, it’s the San 
Francisco defense that 
could decide things. If the 
49ers can put pressure on 
Drew Brees and the in¬ 


creasingly dynamic Saints 
offense — Aldon Smith 
leads the NFL with 15 sacks 
— they could control mat¬ 
ters. But New Orleans has 
won three straight and five 
of six, and Brees could be¬ 
come the third player with 
30 touchdown passes in 
five seasons. 

The Atlanta Falcons lost 
for the first time two weeks 
ago, then needed to 
come from behind to beat 
the Arizona Cardinals last 
week. The Falcons, playing 
at Tampa Bay, have won 
six of the past seven meet¬ 
ings with the Buccaneers, 
but those were different 
Tampa teams. This one is as 
potent on offense as, well, 
Atlanta. 

Buccaneers rookie Doug 
Martin already has rushed 



New York Giants quarterback 
Eli Manning (10) fumbles the 
ball as he is sacked by Cin¬ 
cinnati Bengals defensive end 
Carlos Dunlap in the second 
half of an NFL football game, 
Sunday, Nov. 11, 2012, in Cin¬ 
cinnati. New York recovered 
the fumble. 

Associated Press 

for 1,000 yards and seven 
touchdowns. 

“Their rookie running back 
has had some really ex¬ 


plosive games,” Falcons 
coach Mike Smith said. “It 
will be a challenge for us.” 
But covering Roddy White, 
Julio Jones and Tony Gon¬ 
zalez will be a huge chal¬ 
lenge for the Buccaneers. 
On Thanksgiving Day, Flous¬ 
ton beat Detroit 34-31 in 
overtime to improve to 10- 
1, Washington held off Dal¬ 
las 38-31, and New England 
routed the New York Jets 
49-19. 

Also on Sunday, it's Minne¬ 
sota at Chicago; Baltimore 
at San Diego; Pittsburgh at 
Cleveland; Denver at Kan¬ 
sas City; Seattle at Miami; 
Buffalo at Indianapolis; 
Oakland at Cincinnati; Ten¬ 
nessee at Jacksonville; and 
St. Louis at Arizona. 

The Monday game has 
Carolina at PhiladelphiaO 
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Looking to Industry for the Next Digital Disruption 



William Ruh, a vice president at General Electric, and Sharoda Paul, an expert in social computing. 
Peter DaSilva for The New York Times 


By STEVE LOHR 
SAN RAMON, Calif. —When 
Sharoda Paul finished a 
postdoctoral fellowship 
last year at the Palo Alto 
Research Center, she did 
what most of her peers 
do — considered a job at 
a big Silicon Valley com¬ 
pany, in her case, Google. 
But instead, Ms. Paul, a 
31-year-old expert in social 
computing, went to work 
for General Electric. 

Ms. Paul is one of more than 
250 engineers recruited in 
the last year and a half to 
G.E.’s new software center 
here, in the East Bay of San 
Francisco. The company 
plans to increase that work 
force of computer scientists 
and software developers 
to 400, and to invest $1 bil¬ 
lion in the center by 2015. 
The buildup is part of G.E's 
big bet on what it calls the 
“industrial Internet," bring¬ 
ing digital intelligence to 
the physical world of indus¬ 
try as never before. 

The concept of Internet- 
connected machines that 
collect data and commu¬ 
nicate, often called the “In¬ 
ternet of Things,” has been 
around for years. Informa¬ 
tion technology compa¬ 
nies, too, are pursuing this 
emerging field. I.B.M. has its 
“Smarter Planet” projects, 
while Cisco champions the 
“Internet of Everything.” 


But G.E.'s effort, analysts 
say, shows that Internet- 
era technology is ready 
to sweep through the in¬ 
dustrial economy much as 
the consumer Internet has 
transformed media, com¬ 
munications and advertis¬ 
ing over the last decade. 

In recent months, Ms. Paul 
has donned a hard hat 
and safety boots to study 
power plants. She has rid¬ 
den on a rail locomotive 
and toured hospital wards. 
“Here, you get to work with 
things that touch people in 
so many ways,” she said. 
“That was a big draw.” 

G.E. is the nation’s largest 
industrial company, a pro¬ 


ducer of aircraft engines, 
power plant turbines, rail lo¬ 
comotives and medical im¬ 
aging equipment. It makes 
the heavy-duty machin¬ 
ery that transports people, 
heats homes and powers 
factories, and lets doctors 
diagnose life-threatening 
diseases. 

G.E. resides in a different 
world from the consumer 
Internet. But the major 
technologies that animate 
Google and Facebook are 
also vital ingredients in the 
industrial Internet — tools 
from artificial intelligence, 
like machine-learning soft¬ 
ware, and vast streams of 
new data. In industry, the 


data flood comes mainly 
from smaller, more power¬ 
ful and cheaper sensors on 
the equipment. 

Smarter machines, for ex¬ 
ample, can alert their hu¬ 
man handlers when they 
will need maintenance, 
before a breakdown. It 
is the equivalent of pre¬ 
ventive and personalized 
care for equipment, with 
less downtime and more 
output.“These technolo¬ 
gies are really there now, 
in a way that is practical 
and economic,” said Mark 
M. Little, G.E.'s senior vice 
president for global re¬ 
search. 

G.E.’s embrace of the in¬ 


dustrial Internet is a long¬ 
term strategy. But if its op¬ 
timism proves justified, the 
impact could be felt across 
the economy. 

The outlook for technology- 
led economic growth is a 
subject of considerable de¬ 
bate. In a recent research 
paper, Robert J. Gordon, 
a prominent economist at 
Northwestern University, 
argues that the gains from 
computing and the Inter¬ 
net have petered out in the 
last eight years. 

Since 2000, Mr. Gordon as¬ 
serts, invention has focused 
mainly on consumer and 
communications tech¬ 
nologies, including smart¬ 
phones and tablet com¬ 
puters. Such devices, he 
writes, are “smaller, smarter 
and more capable, but do 
not fundamentally change 
labor productivity or the 
standard of living" in the 
way that electric lighting or 
the automobile did. 

But others say such pessi¬ 
mism misses the next wave 
of technology. “The reason 
I think Bob Gordon is wrong 
is precisely because of the 
kind of thing G.E. is doing,” 
said Andrew McAfee, prin¬ 
cipal research scientist at 
M.I.T.'s Center for Digital 
Business. Today, G.E. is put¬ 
ting sensors on everything, 
be it a gas turbine or a hos¬ 
pital bedO 


Google Shopping Becomes 
More Amazon-Like 



By CAIRE CAIN MILLER 

Google Shopping has been 
giving itself a makeover in 
time for holiday shopping 
— and it is starting to look a 
lot more like Amazon.com. 
Last week, it introduced 
wish lists for saving items 
and sharing them with 
friends, 360-degree pho¬ 
tographs of items, retailer 
promotions and product 
reviews. 

These updates came af¬ 
ter Google made a big 
change this fall, for the first 
time including retailers in 
Google Shopping only if 
they pay to list their prod¬ 
ucts there. Google said 
this would make the listings 
better, because retailers 


would have an incentive to 
list up-to-date items. 

But as a result, Google 
Shopping's listings are less 
comprehensive than they 
were before. For example, 
Amazon has so far refused 
to pay for listings, so a 
Google search for the Kin¬ 
dle does not show Amazon, 
which makes the Kindle, in 
shopping results. 

On Search Engine Land, 
Danny Sullivan, a search 
industry expert, outlined 
in greater detail some of 
the service’s recent weak¬ 
nesses in a post called “The 
Mess That Is Google Shop¬ 
ping.” 

The lack of comprehensive¬ 
ness means that Google 


risks losing shoppers to oth¬ 
er comparison shopping 
sites or to Amazon, even 
as it tries to keep them. In 
a shift, more people now 
start product searches on 
Amazon instead of Google, 
according to Forrester 
data. That is a problem for 
Google for a few reasons, 
the biggest of which is that 
retail searches and search 
ads are among its biggest 
businesses. 

Google is trying to lure 
retailers by offering new 
features for its shopping 
search. 

They include 360-degree 
photos of items, starting 
with holiday toys. With 
Shortlists, people can 


save items they like and 
share lists with friends, and 
Google and retailers gain 
insight into what shoppers 
want to buy. 

Google is also trying to at¬ 
tract shoppers with exclu¬ 
sive promotions that retail¬ 
ers can offer through the 
site. These also show up on 
mobile apps for Google 
Maps and Google Offers. 
And Google has expand¬ 
ed its product reviews. 
Google has long drawn 
product reviews from 
around the Web, but now 


people can write their own 
on Google and see reviews 
from people they know on 
Google Plus ranked at the 
top when they do a prod¬ 
uct search. 

Reviews have been one of 
Amazon’s biggest selling 
points for shopping search 
because of the volume of 
shoppers there. 

This shopping season will 
provide some clues as to 
whether Google can lure 
back some of the shoppers 
who have turned to Ama¬ 
zon for search.□ 
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Stocks soar on Black Friday success, data 


DANIEL WAGNER 
AP Business Writer 

The stock market enjoyed 
some Black Friday cheer, 
rising sharply as shoppers 
braved the annual post- 
Thanksgiving rush. Major 
stock indexes closed one of 
their best weeks of the year. 
Traders were encouraged 
by positive economic news 
from Germany and Chi¬ 
na, two engines of global 
growth. Technology stocks 
soared after a few weeks 
of selling. And early reports 
from retailers suggested 
strong consumer spending. 
“Foot traffic appears heavi¬ 
er than we've seen in re¬ 
cent years, there are a lot 
of positive statements out 
of fhe companies them¬ 
selves, and momentum ap¬ 
pears to be strong,” said JJ 
Kinahan, chief derivatives 
strategist at the brokerage 
TD Ameritrade. 

Many stores opened earlier 



than ever this year, Kinahan 
said, allowing for earlier in¬ 
formal reports about their 
performance. 

Technology stocks soared, 
lifting the Nasdaq com¬ 
posite index by more than 
1 percent. Dell, chipmaker 


AMD and Hewlett-Packard 
were the top three gainers 
in the Standard & Poor’s 
500. Technology rose the 
most among the index's 10 
industry groups. 

The stocks were bounc¬ 
ing back after confidence 


in tech stocks declined 
broadly, Kinahan said. 
AMD dropped sharply in 
recent weeks as investors 
fretted about its solvency. 
HP plunged 12 percent on 
Tuesday after executives 
said that a company HP 
bought for $10 billion last 
year lied about its finances. 
The Nasdaq ended up 
40.30 points, or 1.4 percent, 
at 2,966.85. The Dow Jones 
industrial average gained 
172.79, or 1.4 percent, to 
13,009.69 — the first time 
since election day that the 
Dow closed above 13,000. 
The S&P 500 added 18.12, or 
1.3 percent, to 1409.15. The 
rally gave the S&P 500 its 
biggest weekly point gain 
since last December — 49 
points, or 3.6 percent. The 


Shoppers rummage through a pile of sweaters on sale at a J.C. 
Penney store, Friday, Nov. 23, 2012, in Las Vegas. Black Friday, 
the day when retailers traditionally turn a profit for the year, got a 
jump start this year as many stores opened just as families were 
finishing up Thanksgiving dinner. 

(AP Photo/Julie Jacobson) 


Dow gained 3.4 percent 
and the Nasdaq almost 4 
percent for the week. 

The market closed early, at 
1 p.m. EST. □ 


Research In Motion shares surge on optimism 


UOackBmry. 



Shares of Research in Motion Ltd. jumped nearly 14 percent 
Friday as investors seemingly grew more optimistic about a 
February launch of the Canadian company's much-delayed 
BlackBerry 10 smartphones. 


C. NORONHA 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Shares 
of Research in Motion Ltd. 
jumped nearly 14 percent 
Friday as investors seem¬ 
ingly grew more optimistic 
about a February launch of 
the Canadian company's 
much-delayed BlackBerry 
10 smartphones. 

RIM will release the latest 
version of its smartphone 
“not too long” after a Jan. 
30 launch event, Kristian 
Tear, the company's chief 
operating officer, has said. 
The new phones are seen 
as critical to RIM’s survival 
as the smartphone pioneer 
struggles in North America 
to hold on to customers who 
are abandoning BlackBer- 
rys for flashier iPhones and 
Android phones. 

The Waterloo, Ontario, 
company seems to be pre¬ 
paring for a February glob¬ 
al launch, a month earlier 
than many analysts were 
expecting, according to 
an analyst with National 
Bank Financial, a Canadian 
bank. Kris Thompson raised 
his shipments forecast for 
RIM for fiscal 2014 in a re¬ 
search note from Wednes¬ 
day. 

Thompson also increased 
his price target for the 


BlackBerry maker to $15 
from $12. 

RIM shares on the Nasdaq 
closed up $1.41, or nearly 
14 percent, to $11.67 Friday 
in an abbreviated trading 
session on Wall Street. 

The spike in the BlackBerry 
maker's shares came af¬ 
ter a week of steady gains 
amid more positive senti¬ 
ment. 

On Wednesday, shares in 
Research In Motion gained 
almost 5 percent on the To¬ 
ronto Stock Exchange even 
though it was reported that 
the U.S. National Transpor¬ 
tation Safety Board had 
dropped the BlackBerry 
maker in favor of Apple's 
iPhone 5. 

Thompson, the National 
Bank Financial analyst, was 
bolstered by RIM’s new 
management team, which 
he said is maintaining the 
BlackBerry smartphone 
subscriber base, managing 
costs and cash, and seem¬ 
ingly readying a February 
2013 BB10 global product 
release, a month earlier 
than expected. 

He said certification of the 
new BlackBerrys by wireless 
carriers is the key risk to his 
prediction and estimate of 
BlackBerry shipments. Car¬ 
rier certification, which tests 
the new devices, can take 


time. 

The new BlackBerry 10 sys¬ 
tem is designed for fhe 
touch screen, Internet 
browsing and apps ex¬ 
perience that customers 
now expect. RIM’s current 
software is still focused on 
email and messaging and 
is less user-friendly, agile 
and robust than iPhone or 
Android. 

Earlier this week, a promi¬ 
nent tech analyst gave 
RIM’s new operating sys¬ 
tem a small but improved 
chance of success. Analyst 


(AP Photo/Berthold Stadler) 

Peter Misek of New York- 
based Jefferies & Compa¬ 
ny said he’s sfill giving fhe 
BlackBerry 10 operating sys¬ 
tem only a 20 to 30 percent 
probability of success. 

RIM was once Canada’s 
most valuable company 
with a market value of more 
than $80 billion in 2008, but 
the stock has plummeted 
since, from over $140 per 
share. Ifs decline evokes 
memories of Nortel, an¬ 
other former Canadian 
tech giant, which declared 
bankruptcy in 20090 



STREET BRIEFS 

BP Co. appoints 
Lamar McKay as 
upstream head 

LONDON (AP) — BP says it 
has appointed Lamar McK¬ 
ay, the head of its U.S. divi¬ 
sion, as chief executive of 
the company's upstream 
business, leading the com¬ 
pany’s oil and gas explo¬ 
ration, development and 
production. 

McKay, who has overseen 
BP’s Gulf Coast restora¬ 
tion work as chairman and 
president of BP America, 
will report to CEO Bob Dud¬ 
ley in his new role from 
Jan. 1, 2013. Dudley has 
headed BP's upstream 
business since a major reor¬ 
ganization of the company 
in 2010 in the wake of the 
deadly oil disaster in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

The shakeup aimed to im¬ 
prove risk management 
and implementation of 
global standards. 

McKay. BP said Friday 
his successor as head of 
BP America will be an¬ 
nounced later. □ 

Coca-Cola 

plans 

$30M Tajikistan 
investment 

DUSHANBE, Tajikistan (APj 

— Tajikistan says a Coca- 
Cola bottling company 
plans to invest $30 million 
on beginning production 
in this Central Asian nation. 
The country’s investment 
committee said Friday an 
agreement was reached 
on a memorandum of un¬ 
derstanding at a meeting 
this week. 

Officials said Istanbul-listed 
Coca-Cola Icecek, the 
sixth largest bottler within 
the Coca-Cola system by 
sales, is prepared to double 
its investments over a de¬ 
cade after starting opera¬ 
tions. 

No date has been set for a 
definitive deal. Coca Cola 
Icecek already operates 
in several other Central 
Asian countries, including 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan 
and Turkmenistan, but cur¬ 
rently exports its products 
to Tajikistan.^ 
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Wall Street Week Ahead: 


Facebook, volatile markets give IPOs cold shoulder 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 

Making a killing on initial 
public offerings used fo be 
easy. 

Af the peak of the technol¬ 
ogy boom, little more than 
a decade ago, a plenti¬ 
ful supply of companies 
vied to sell stock on the 
exchanges, and investors 
were assured mouthwater¬ 
ing returns. 

These days, the deals are 
fewer and the returns more 
modest. 

Companies are set to 
raise more than $45 billion 
through IPOs this year — the 
most since 2007, according 
to data provider Dealogic. 
But if you scratch the sur¬ 
face, there are signs that 
the market is less healthy 
than it appears. 

Almost a third of the mon¬ 
ey raised in IPOs this year 
came from one deal. Face- 
book’s $16 billion offering in 


BERLIN (AP) — German 
business confidence rose 
unexpectedly in November 
after six straight declines, 
a closely-watched sur¬ 
vey showed Friday, raising 
hopes that Europe's largest 
economy can continue to 
weather the financial crisis. 
Munich’s Ifo institute said its 
key business climate figure 
rose to 101.4 points in No¬ 
vember from 100 in Octo¬ 
ber. Economists had been 
predicting a modest drop 
to 99.5. 

The increase in the head¬ 
line index came on the 
back of increases in the 
measures about the pres¬ 
ent and the future. 

“The latest positive news 
from business surveys clear¬ 
ly increased the odds for 
a real turnaround at the 


May, and the number of 
companies taking them¬ 
selves public may end at a 
three-year low. 

The pipeline, or backlog, of 
companies planning to sell 
stock is also thinning. 

“It’s a reflection of the 
psychology of the market 
today. It’s not strong. It’s 
moderate to weak,” says 
Rob Luffs, chief investment 
officer at Cabot Money 
Management in Salem, 
Massachusetts. 

While 437 companies have 
filed for an IPO this year, 178 
have withdrawn or post¬ 
poned their planned list¬ 
ings, Dealogic data show. 
The state of the IPO mar¬ 
ket matters beyond Wall 
Street. Besides giving in¬ 
vestors the chance to buy 
into fast-growing parts of 
the market, offerings give 
companies the money to 
expand and hire workers. 
Scott Cutler, head of glob- 


change of the year," said 
UniCredit economist Alex¬ 
ander Koch. 

However, he cautioned 
that “the fog of uncertainty 
remains unusually dense 
and downside risks are 
high.” 

Germany’s economy, Eu¬ 
rope’s biggest, has recov¬ 
ered strongly from its deep 
recession in 2008-09 despite 
the huge debt problems 


al listings at NYSE Euronext, 
which runs the New York 
Stock Exchange, estimates 
that more than 90 percent 
of a public company's 
employee growth comes 


on its doorstep. However, 
there have been recent 
signs that its export-driven 
economy is beginning to 
slow amid weakening de¬ 
mand from other countries 
from within the European 
Union, though exports 
outside the bloc have re¬ 
mained strong. 

Earlier this month, the Ger¬ 
man government's panel 
of independent economic 


after it has listed on an ex¬ 
change. 

IPO activity is dictated 
largely by the health of the 
overall stock market. Falling 
markets discouraging corn- 


advisers forecast that the 
economy will avoid falling 
back into recession and will 
instead grow by 0.8 per¬ 
cent this year and next. 
“Even if domestic demand 
should lose some steam 
due to a weaker labor 
market, the risk for the 
economy of falling off the 
cliff looks very limited,” ING 
economist Carsten Brzeski 
said. □ 


ponies from going public. 
The Standard & Poor's 500 
is up 11 percent this year, 
but the advance has been 
punctuated by sharp de¬ 
clines when investors fret¬ 
ted about European debt, 
the election and, now, a 
looming “cliff” of tax in¬ 
creases and government 
spending cuts. 

“The general market has 
been real choppy this year. 
It really has,” says Sal Mor- 
reale, an institutional sales¬ 
man at Cantor Fitzgerald 
in Los Angeles who tracks 
offerings. 

Facebook’s calamitous 
market debut also put the 
brakes on IPOs. 

The social networking 
site’s offering was the most 
keenly anticipated mar¬ 
ket debut at least since 
Google’s in 2004. But con¬ 
cerns about revenue from 
smartphone users spooked 
investors, and the offering 
was plagued by technical 
glitches. 

The stock was priced at 
$38 and fell almost imme¬ 
diately, dropping as low as 
$17.55 on Sept. 4. The neg¬ 
ative publicity helped shut¬ 
ter the IPO market for more 
than a month until EOT Mid¬ 
stream Partners, an energy 
company, sold stock June 
16. Companies including 
American Tire Distributors 
and Crosair, a computer 
memory company, were 
among those withdrawing 
their IPOs.Q 
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Almost a third of the money raised in IPOs this year came from 
one deal, Facebook’s $16 billion offering in May. Since then, the 
number of companies taking themselves public may end at a 
three-year low. 
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Business confidence rises unexpectedly in Germany 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 11/24 

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Leaf-gathering 
implement 

5 Hut 

10 “Get lost!” 

14 _ house; 
Realtor’s event 

15 Texas Hold’em, 
for example 

16 Duplicate 

17 Kernel 

18 “Remember the 

19 Word of 
agreement 

20 Blow up 

22 Include in an 
envelope 

24 Female sheep 

25 Slow crawler 

26 Brief memory 
failure 

29 Acquire 

30 Landing places 

34 Rushes 

35 _ away with; 
eliminated 

36 Kathmandu 
resident 

37 Use a plus sign 

38 Lieberman or 
Lugar 

40 Participate in 
an auction 

41 Sailor 

43 Disabled car’s 
need 

44 Merlot or rose 

45 Speak without 
preparation 

46 Writing 
instrument 

47 Penalized 
monetarily 

48 Wanderer 

50 Whale group 

51 Bill or Hillary 

54 Wooded areas 

58 Rescuer 

59 Lowlands 

61 Ark builder 

62 Declare openly 

63 Overdo the role 

64 Author Ferber 

65 Bowling targets 

66 Became 
furious 

67 Short quick run 


DOWN 

1 Gypsy _ Lee 

2 Pinnacle 

3 Save 

4 Perpetual 

5 Black card 

6 Abyss 

7 Letters before 
an alias 

8 Component of 
concrete 

9 Swedish dollar 

10 Item on a 
seafood platter 

11 Singer Perry _ 

12 Mocks 

13 Actress Daly 
21 Have debts 
23 Apple drink 

25 Tranquilized 

26 _apso; small 

long-haired dog 

27 Lent a hand to 

28 Accelerator or 
brake 

29 Clear liquor 

31 Home of logs 

32 Actor Kevin _ 

33 _ with; backed 


35 Lion’s lair 

36 Currently 

38 Wooden shoe 

39 2,000 pounds 
42 Small fishes 
44 Expanded 

46 _ Canal 

47 In favor of 
49 Bekins driver 


50 Sat for an artist 

51 Fellow 

52 Mr. Strauss 

53 Press 

54 Celebration 

55 Ice cream treat 

56 Sunbathes 

57 Old Iranian title 
60 Journal 
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Chia pet seeds hit food aisles 


STEPHANIE STROM 
© 2012 New York Times 

First there were Chia Pets; 
now there are chia people. 
Ubiquitous in television ads 
that made their debut 30 
years ago, Chia Pets were 
called “the pottery that 
grows.” Mixing chia seeds 
and water on the outside 
of an animal-shaped terra¬ 
cotta figurine produces a 
plant resembling green hair 
almost overnight. 

Now, chia is having a sec¬ 
ond life as the latest nutri¬ 
tional “it” item. Whole and 
ground chia seeds are be¬ 
ing added to fruit drinks, 
snack foods and cereals 
and sold on their own to 
be baked into cookies and 
sprinkled on yogurt. Grown 
primarily in Mexico and 
Bolivia, chia is rich in the 
same omega-3 fatty acids 
found in fish, along with an¬ 
tioxidants, protein and fiber. 
Recognition of its nutritional 
value can be traced as far 
back as the Aztecs. 
Companies like Dole and 
Nature’s Path have intro¬ 
duced chia products, which 
have begun showing up on 
shelves in mainstream gro¬ 
cery stores like Ralphs, Vons 
and Albertsons. Mintel, a 
market research firm, count¬ 
ed 100 products containing 
chia in a presentation it did 
in March on the potential 
of increasing the use of the 
seeds in dairy products. 
“About two years ago, our 
retailers came to us and 
said, ‘We need you to be 
in this business everyone is 
talking about, the business 
of chia seeds,”' said Mi¬ 
chael P. Hirsch, vice presi¬ 
dent of Joseph Enterprises, 
which sells Chia Pets and 
other novelty products and 
has now added chia seeds 
and milled chia called - 
what else? - Ch-Ch-Ch- 
Chia Omega. 

Last spring, strong demand 
for the seeds collided with 
weather patterns that de¬ 
pressed production, raising 
prices and the awareness 
that chia had moved be¬ 
yond the realm of health 
food stores and into the 
broader market. Janie Hoff¬ 
man, founder of Mamma 
Chia fruit juices, was one of 
the first people to recognize 
the potential of chia as a 
food. □ 



Michael Hirsch, the vice president of Joseph Enterprises, which 
sells Chia Pets and other novelty products, with Chia SpongeBob 
at an office in San Francisco, Nov. 5, 2012. 

(Peter DaSilva/The New York Times) 


Psychic Kira Solves 
problems where 
others have failed. 

Karma, aura, and chakra 
readings and 
cleansings. 
Results Guaranteed. 
814-851-6474 


Psychic canile Duning 
Solves problems with 
complete 

satisfaction,specializing 
in love. 

Calls enemies names. 
Removes negativity. 
Solves all problems 
Guaranteed Results. 
817-834-4261 
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A new office. 

A better way to buy 
and sell real estate. 


We are excited to announce 
the opening of our second office 

@ the Radisson Aruba Resort. 


Coldwell Banker Aruba Realty 

Radisson Aruba Resort 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 81 
Phone (297) 586-6672 


COLOUieUL 

BANKER□ 



www.coldwellbanker.aw 



Salon & Spa / Special 

Manic & Pedicure $30 
Relax massage (50 min) $45 
Facial $45 

and much more... posibility to pick 
up!! 

Bella Vista Salon & Spa 

Seroe Patrishi 43-A 

Call now 583-7338/737-1408 

197431 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in 
this 2 Br 2 !4 bath unit 
check it out now at 

www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free 
pick up 

113454 


FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water and 
furniture. I will reduced the price at 
$160,000 due to emergency 
reasons for more info. 594-6639 



Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV-$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS $1 Ok OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B 0V$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

^Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 

Michelle Donato 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


. ORANJESTAD 

4 

\ J 

1 

T‘ 

1 

24 November 

Dr. Mungra 

25 November 

Dr. Horenbeeck 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Central Tel: 585-8077 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 


Numbers 

ifoj 

Emergency 

911 ° ,ES '* 

Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 


Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 



Nov.24AIDAIuna (1 st call) 
Nov. 25 Caribbean Princess 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Scientists: Galapagos tortoise can be revived 


Kodak 
scientist, 
inventor of 
Bayer filter, 
dies 

ROCHESTER, New York (AP) 

— A retired Kodak scientist 
and the inventor of a wide¬ 
ly used color filter array that 
bears his name has died. 
Bryce Bayer was 83. 

The director of Direct Cre¬ 
mation of Maine says Friday 
that Bayer died Nov. 13. 
Bayer lived in Brunswick, 
Maine. 

The Democrat and Chron¬ 
icle of Rochester reports 
that the scientist's Bayer 
filter was patented in 1975 
and is incorporated into 
nearly every digital cam¬ 
era and camera phone on 
the market today. 

The filter allows devices to 
capture color images with 
one sensor. 

A 2009 press release from 
Kodak says Bayer also de¬ 
veloped widely cited pro¬ 
cesses for storing, improv¬ 
ing and printing digital im¬ 
ages. 

He was honored in London 
in 2009 with the Royal Pho¬ 
tographic Society's Prog¬ 
ress Award. 

Bayer retired from Kodak in 
the mid-1990s.Q 


FRANK BAJAK 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — Lone¬ 
some George, the late rep¬ 
tile prince of the Galapa¬ 
gos Islands, may be dead, 
but scientists now say he 
may not be the last giant 
tortoise of his species after 
all. 

Researchers say they may 
be able to resurrect the 
Pinta Island subspecies by 
launching a cross-breed¬ 
ing program with 17 other 
tortoises found to contain 
genetic material similar to 
that of Lonesome George, 
who died June 24 at the 
Pacific Ocean archipelago 
off Ecuador’s coast after 
repeated failed efforts to 
reproduce. 

Edwin Naula, director of 
the Galapagos National 
Park, said in a telephone 
interview on Thursday that 
the probability is high it can 
be accomplished. 

“It would be the first time 
that a species was recov¬ 
ered after having been de¬ 
clared extinct,” Naula said. 
But it won’t happen over¬ 
night. 

“This is going to take about 
100 to 150 years," Naula 
added. 

Scientists took DNA samples 
from 1,600 tortoises on Wolf 
volcano, and found the 
Pinta variety in 17, though 
their overall genetic make¬ 


up varied. 

Through cross-breeding, 
“100 percent pure species” 
can be achieved, said 


Naula, a biologist. 

He said the 17 tortoises 
were being transferred 
from Isabela island, where 
the volcano is located, 
to the park’s breeding 
center at Santa Cruz, the 
main island on the archi¬ 
pelago whose unique flora 
and fauna helped inspire 
Charles Darwin’s work on 
evolution. The results are to 
be published in the journal 
Biological Conservation, 
the park said. 


The study on Wolf volcano 
was conducted by Yale 
University and the Galapa¬ 
gos park with financial help 


from the Galapagos Con¬ 
servancy. 

In a news release, the park 
said scientists speculate 
that giant tortoises from 
Pinta island might have ar¬ 
rived at Wolf volcano after 
being taken off by whaling 
ships for food and later cast 
overboard. 

At least 14 species of giant 
tortoise originally inhabited 
the islands’ 620 miles (1,000 
kilometers) off Ecuador's 
coast and 10 survive. 


A visit to Lonesome George 
became de rigueur for ce¬ 
lebrities and common folk 
alike among the 180,000 


people who annually visit 
the Galapagos. 

Before humans arrived, 
the islands were home to 
tens of thousands of giant 
tortoises. The number fell 
to about 3,000 in 1974, but 
the recovery program run 
by the national park and 
the Charles Darwin Foun¬ 
dation has succeeded in 
increasing the overall pop¬ 
ulation to 20,000. 
Lonesome George’s age 
at death was not known, 
but scientists believed he 
was about 100, not es¬ 
pecially old for a giant 
tortoise. □ 



"fJM FUMCIQJiCU VISION" 


lft 

M 

in 

A 

Massage and escort service 

O 

lft 


<o , 

f Pick-up & Dclivctrf 2417 

m i 

Serving Men Couples- Women 


All Genders 

nl 

m m. — 

Red Light Tour 

ia 

f iitt Ai’/'-’r til rrarf'vw/ 

A 

The best in the Caribbean 


8 



In ARUBA 

24 LnuTi St-mtss 

Massage Escort 


Miter 


Rjptmce m : ipf i&ni flit nij virJ ore? forg?; | 
4 Prorate HmrSedLi|M District * Bacbrlnrs forty « 

Cell; 660-4660 JiniutcaU “* 



In this July 21, 2008 file photo released by Galapagos National Park, a giant tortoise named “Lone¬ 
some George” is seen in the Galapagos islands, an archipelago off Ecuador’s Pacific coast. 

Associated Press 
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Actress 
Deborah 
Raffin dies 
at age 59 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

Deborah Raffin, an ac¬ 
tress who ran a success¬ 
ful audiobook company 
with the help of her ce¬ 
lebrity friends, has died. 
She was 59. 

Raffin died Wednesday 
of leukemia at the Ron¬ 
ald Reagan UCLA Medi¬ 
cal Center, her brother, 
William, told the Los An¬ 
geles Times. She was di¬ 
agnosed with the blood 
cancer about a year 
ago. 

Raffin, the daughter of 
20th Century Fox con¬ 
tract player Trudy Mar¬ 
shall, had roles in mov¬ 
ies such as “Forty Car¬ 
ats” and “Once Is Not 
Enough.” She also starred 
in television miniseries, 
most notably playing 
actress Brooke Hayward 
in “Haywire" and a busi¬ 
nesswoman in “Noble 
House,” based on the 
James Clavell saga set in 
Hong Kong. 

She and her then-hus¬ 
band, music producer 
Michael Viner, launched 
Dove Books-on-Tape in 
the mid-1980s, which 
blossomed into a mul- 
timillion-dollar business. 
The company's first best¬ 
seller was Stephen Hawk¬ 
ing's opus on the cosmos 
entitled “A Brief History 
of Time.” Raffin’s job was 
getting celebrities to pro¬ 
vide voices for some of 
the books. Among them 
were the nonfiction best¬ 
sellers “Anatomy of an 
Illness” and “The Heal¬ 
ing Heart," both by Nor¬ 
man Cousins and read 
by Jason Robards Jr. and 
William Conrad, respec¬ 
tively. 

Raffin also compiled ce¬ 
lebrities’ Christmas an¬ 
ecdotes for a 1990 book, 
“Sharing Christmas,” 
which raised money for 
groups serving the home¬ 
less. It included stories 
from Margaret Thatch¬ 
er, Kermit the Frog and 
Mother Teresa. □ 
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Volunteers of America Santas ring their bells as the cross a street in Fifth Ave. during their 110th 
annual Sidewalk Santa Parade, in New York, Friday, Nov. 23, 2012. 

Associated Press. 


Santas ho-ho-ho for charity 
on NYC’s 5th Avenue 


NEW YORK (AP) — It’s another post-Thanks- 
giving tradition: a huge serving of ho-ho-ho 
along Fifth Avenue in Manhattan. 

The 110th annual Sidewalk Santa Parade 
has been around since 1902. 

Fifty fully suited, bell-ringing Sidewalk San¬ 


tas were part of the Friday festivities. 

After their jolly old stroll, the Volunteers of 
America Santas were whisked away — not 
by sleigh, but by bus. 

The donations they raise will used for a 
holiday food voucher program for needy 
residents. □ 


4th season 
of ‘Downton 
Abbey’ 
confirmed 

LONDON (AP) — British 
television channel ITV has 
confirmed that hit drama 
“Downton Abbey" will re¬ 
turn for a fourth season. 
Filming of eight new epi¬ 
sodes for the award-win¬ 
ning period series will begin 
in southern England’s High- 
clere Castle and London’s 
Ealing Studios early next 
year. 

ITV said Friday that as be¬ 
fore, the opening and clos¬ 
ing episodes will be fea¬ 
ture-length, and that the 
series will continue the story 
of the Crawley family and 
their servants in the 1920s. 
The channel said that an 
extended special episode 
for next Christmas is also 
planned. 

“Downton Abbey” has won 
fans worldwide and an av¬ 
erage of 11.9 million view¬ 
ers in Britain watched its 
third season, which will pre¬ 
miere in the U.S. on PBS in 
January .□ 


A Beatles mystery tour: Auction offers 
tape described as copy of first audition 



Beatles arriving in New York in 1964 for their first American 
performances. 

Associated Press 


By LARRY ROHTER 

The Beatles’ first audition 
tape, made for Decca Re¬ 
cords on Jan. 1, 1962, has 
long had a special place in 
the lore of pop music. Not 
because it led to a con¬ 
tract for the Fab Four, but 
because a label execu¬ 
tive turned the band down 
flat, supposedly telling the 
group’s manager, Brian Ep¬ 
stein, that “guitar groups 
are on their way out” and 
that the Beatles themselves 
“have no future in show 
business.” 

Next week an auction 
house in London that spe¬ 
cializes in pop memorabilia 
plans to sell what it says is a 
first-generation copy of that 
tape, containing 10 of the 
15 songs that the Beatles 
are known to have played 
that day. The whereabouts 
of the recording for the last 
50 years are not clear and 
even a cursory examination 
of what’s being auctioned 


raises questions about its 
authenticity, but the owner 
of the tape is said by the 
auction house, called the 
Fame Bureau, to have set 
the minimum bid at about 
$30,000. 

For Beatles fans the tape is 
a curiosity, and not just be¬ 
cause Pete Best, the band's 
original drummer, plays, 
rather than his eventual re¬ 
placement, Ringo Starr. At 
the insistence of Epstein the 
band performed not only 
hard-charging up-tempo 
rockers like Chuck Berry’s 
“Memphis, Tennessee” 
and “Money (That's What 
I Want),” the Barrett Strong 
hit, but also easy-going 
pop standards like “Besa- 
me Mucho" and even “The 
Sheik of Araby.” 

Copies of the tape have 
long been available both in 
bootleg vinyl versions and 
on the Internet, with sound 
quality varying from excel¬ 
lent to awful. But this version 


is said to be a backup to 
the master tape, thus pro¬ 
viding audio of a “quality 
we have never heard," Ted 
Owen of the Fame Bureau 
told Reuters. 

But photographs made 
available by the auction 
house include a reference 
to a Dolby test tone, a 
noise-reduction technology 
that did not exist in 1962. In 
addition, the photographs 
show a matrix number, BSR- 


1111 -A and B, that suggests 
a possible connection to 
a 1982 gray-market vinyl 
release by Backstage Re¬ 
cords, which was promot¬ 
ed by Mr. Best, and there is 
also a mention on the sup¬ 
posed master recording of 
the Silver Beatles, a name 
the group did not use at the 
time it auditioned for Dec¬ 
ca. Mr. Owen could not be 
immediately reached for 
comment. □ 
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In this image released by the Maestro Cares Foundation, singer 
Marc Anthony poses for a photo with children from the Children 
of Christ orphanage in the eastern city of La Romana, Dominican 
Republic, Friday, Nov. 23, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Marc Anthony comes to 
aid of Dominican orphanage 


SANTO DOMINGO, Domini¬ 
can Republic (AP) — Singer 
Marc Anthony is coming to 
the aid of an orphanage in 
the Dominican Republic. 

A foundation run by An¬ 
thony with music and sports 
producer Henry Cardenas 
plans to build a new resi¬ 
dence hall, classrooms and 
a baseball field for the Chil¬ 
dren of Christ orphanage 
in the eastern city of La Ro¬ 
mano. Anthony attended 
the groundbreaking cere¬ 
mony Friday with his model 


girlfriend Shannon de Lima. 
Children of Christ Founda¬ 
tion Director Sonia Hane 
said Anthony visited the 
orphanage previously 
and decided to help. His 
Maestro Cares Foundation 
raised $200,000 for the ex¬ 
pansion on land donated 
by a sugar company. 

The orphanage was found¬ 
ed in 1996 for children who 
were abused or aban¬ 
doned or whose parents 
were unable to care for 
themO 


Halle Berry’s ex arrested 
after fight at her house 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Halle 
Berry’s ex-boyfriend Gabri¬ 
el Aubry was arrested for in¬ 
vestigation of battery after 
he and the Oscar-winning 
actress’ current boyfriend 
got into a fight at her Cali¬ 
fornia home, police said. 
Aubry, 37, was booked 
Thursday for investigation 
of a battery, a misdemean¬ 
or, and released on $20,000 
bail, according to online 
jail records. He's scheduled 
to appear in court Dec. 13. 
Aubry came to Berry’s 
house Thursday morning, 
and police responded to 
a report of an assault, said 
Los Angeles Police Officer 
Julie Boyer. Aubry was in¬ 
jured and was taken to 
a hospital, where he was 
treated and released. 
Emails sent to Berry's pub¬ 
licist, Meredith O'Sullivan, 
and Aubry’s family law at¬ 
torney, Gary Fishbein, were 
not immediately returned. 
Berry and Aubry have been 
involved in a custody dis- 



In this Sept. 7, 2008 file photo. 
Model Gabriel Aubry and 
actress Halle Berry attends the 
Calvin Klein 40th anniversary 
party during Fashion Week in 
New York. 

Associated Press 

pute involving their 4-year- 
old daughter, Nahla. The 
proceedings were sealed 
because the two are not 
married. 

Berry has been dating 
French actor Olivier Mar¬ 
tinez, and he said ear¬ 
lier this year that they are 
engagedO 


Smithsonian gathers best art 
of Civil War era 



This undated handout image provided by the Smithsonian 
American Art Museum Eastman Johnson's 1859 oil on linen, 
“Negro Life at the South,” part of a major exhibition on how 
artists represented the war and how the war changed art. It's on 
view in Washington through April and then moves to New York’s 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Associated Press 



This undated handout image provided by the Smithsonian 
American Art Museum shows Frederic Edwin Church's, 1861 oil 
on paper, “Our Banner in the Sky,” part of a major exhibition on 
how artists represented the war and how the war changed art. 

Associated Press 


BRETT ZONGKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Paintings and photographs 
depicting the raw reality of 
the U.S. Civil War marked a 
major change in American 
art that tossed out roman¬ 
tic notions of war. Some of 
the finest artists of the day, 
including Winslow Homer, 
Eastman Johnson, Frederic 
Church and Sanford Gif¬ 
ford, painted landscapes 
and scenes of everyday life 
to show how the 1861-1865 
war transformed the na¬ 
tion. Their best works, along 
with some of the first photo¬ 
graphs of soldiers killed on 
the battlefield, have been 
gathered by the Smithson¬ 
ian American Art Museum 
for a major exhibition on 
how artists represented 
the war and how the war 
changed art. It’s on view in 


Washington through April 
and then moves to New 
York's Metropolitan Muse¬ 
um of Art. Curator Eleanor 
Jones Harvey spent years 
researching the project 
and borrowing many of the 
75 works featured in the 
show. It features Civil War 
scenes from Washington, 
Baltimore, New York, and 
points south at Fort Sumter, 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
Georgia and Virginia. Rath¬ 
er than make portraits of 
war generals and heroes, 
however, artists of the day 
focused on the common 
man. There was a realiza¬ 
tion that “art that presents 
normal human beings, 
rather than celebrities and 
luminaries, carries more 
lasting weight.” One paint¬ 
ing in the show, Gifford’s 
1862 painting “Preaching 
to the Troops,” depicting 


a scene near Washington, 
was displayed in the Oval 
Office for 13 years. Photo¬ 
graphs had perhaps the 
greatest impact on art of 
the era. Battlefield pho¬ 
tographs by Alexander 
Gardner showing piles of 
dead soldiers and images 
by George Barnard show¬ 
ing Charleston in ruins de¬ 
stroyed any romantic no¬ 
tions of war being a heroic 
adventure. Such images 
were shown in art galleries 
in the Northeast during the 
war and made people real¬ 
ize “this is not what I signed 
up for,” Harvey said. “Pho¬ 
tographs from Antietam 
make it stunningly impos¬ 
sible for anyone associated 
with the New York art world 
to make romantic pic¬ 
tures of the war because 
they look like lies," Harvey 
said. Art also changed 
the rhetoric about war by 
depicting gruesome real¬ 
ity. Raw imagery shown to 
President Abraham Lincoln 
likely influenced the words 
he drafted for his Get¬ 
tysburg Address, Harvey 
said. “There's a realization 
that this is a war that left 
nobody unscathed," she 
said. “As a result, as rich 
as you are, there is no in¬ 
sulation from the impact 
of the war.” Landscape 
paintings reflected the 
mood of the nation. Artists 
depicted scenes of nature 
and weather to represent 
the war's destruction and 
impact. There are layers 
of coding in such paint¬ 
ings, Harvey said, as with 
Church’s depiction of ice 
as Northern fortitude, an 
erupting volcano to repre¬ 
sent slavery and the tropics 
to represent the South. At 
the same time, Homer and 
Johnson addressed slavery 
and emancipation with 
scenes of ordinary people, 
including a slave family 
escaping to freedom on 
horseback and a slave 
man reading from the Bi¬ 
ble. In postwar America, 
Homer painted a scene of 
former slaves meeting with 
their former mistress, rene¬ 
gotiating their relationship 
to involve wages. “Homer is 
saying, ‘until this gets fixed, 
we’re not done,”’ Harvey 
said.Q 
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Grand Old Planet 



Turning Brass Into Gold 


PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2012 New York Times 

Earlier this week, GQ magazine 
published an interview with Sen. 
Marco Rubio, whom many con¬ 
sider a contender for the 2016 
Republican presidential nomina¬ 
tion, in which Rubio was asked 
how old the earth is. After de¬ 
claring “I’m not a scientist, man,” 
the senator went into desperate 
evasive action, ending with the 
declaration that “it’s one of the 
great mysteries.” 

It’s funny stuff, and conservatives 
would like us to forget about it as 
soon as possible. 

Hey, they say, he was just pan¬ 
dering to likely voters in the 2016 
Republican primaries - a claim 
that for some reason is supposed 
to comfort us. 

But we shouldn’t let go that eas¬ 
ily. Reading Rubio’s interview 
is like driving through a deeply 
eroded canyon; all at once, you 
can clearly see what lies below 
the superficial landscape. Like 
striated rock beds that speak 
of deep time, his inability to ac¬ 
knowledge scientific evidence 
speaks of the anti-rational mind¬ 
set that has taken over his politi¬ 
cal party. 

By the way, that question didn’t 
come out of the blue. As speaker 
of the Florida House of Represen¬ 
tatives, Rubio provided powerful 
aid to creationists trying to wa¬ 
ter down science education. In 
one interview, he compared the 
teaching of evolution to Com¬ 
munist indoctrination tactics - al¬ 
though he graciously added that 
“I’m not equating the evolution 
people with Fidel Castro.” Gee, 
thanks. 

What was Rubio’s complaint 
about science teaching? That it 
might undermine children’s faith 
in what their parents told them to 
believe. 

And right there you have the 
modern GOP’s attitude, not just 
toward biology, but toward ev¬ 
erything: If evidence seems to 
contradict faith, suppress the evi¬ 
dence. 

The most obvious example other 
than evolution is man-made cli¬ 
mate change. As the evidence 
for a warming planet becomes 
ever stronger - and ever scarier 
- the GOP has buried deeper into 
denial, into assertions that the 
whole thing is a hoax concocted 
by a vast conspiracy of scientists. 
And this denial has been accom¬ 
panied by frantic efforts to si¬ 
lence and punish anyone report¬ 
ing the inconvenient facts. 

But the same phenomenon is vis¬ 
ible in many other fields. The most 
recent demonstration came 


in the matter of election polls. 
Coming into the recent election, 
state-level polling clearly pointed 
to an Obama victory - yet more 
or less the whole Republican 
Party refused to acknowledge 
this reality. Instead, pundits and 
politicians alike fiercely denied 
the numbers and personally at¬ 
tacked anyone pointing out the 
obvious; the demonizing of The 
Times’ Nate Silver, in particular, 
was remarkable to behold. 

What accounts for this pattern of 
denial? Earlier this year, the sci¬ 
ence writer Chris Mooney pub¬ 
lished “The Republican Brain,” 
which was not, as you might think, 
a partisan screed. It was, instead, 
a survey of the now-extensive 
research linking political views 
to personality types. As Mooney 
showed, modern American con¬ 
servatism is highly correlated 
with authoritarian inclinations - 
and authoritarians are strongly 
inclined to reject any evidence 
contradicting their prior beliefs. 
Today’s Republicans cocoon 
themselves in an alternate reality 
defined by Fox News, Rush Lim- 
baugh and The Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal’s editorial page, and only on 
rare occasions - like on election 
night - encounter any hint that 
what they believe might not be 
true. 

And, no, it’s not symmetric. Liber¬ 
als, being human, often give in 
to wishful thinking - but not in the 
same systematic, all-encompass¬ 
ing way. 

Coming back to the age of the 
earth: Does it matter? No, says 
Rubio, pronouncing it “a dispute 
amongst theologians” - what 
about the geologists? - that has 
“has nothing to do with the gross 
domestic product or economic 
growth of the United States.” But 
he couldn’t be more wrong. 

We are, after all, living in an era 
when science plays a crucial 
economic role. How are we go¬ 
ing to search effectively for nat¬ 
ural resources if schools trying 
to teach modern geology must 
give equal time to claims that the 
world is only 6,000 years old? How 
are we going to stay competitive 
in biotechnology if biology class¬ 
es avoid any material that might 
offend creationists? 

And then there’s the matter of us¬ 
ing evidence to shape econom¬ 
ic policy. You may have read 
about the recent study from the 
Congressional Research Service 
finding no empirical support for 
the dogma that cutting taxes on 
the wealthy leads to higher eco¬ 
nomic growth. How did Republi¬ 
cans respond? By suppressing the 
report. 

On economics, as in hard sci¬ 
ence, modern conservatives 
don’t want to hear anything 
challenging their preconceptions 
- and they don’t want anyone 
else to hear about it, either. 

So don’t shrug off Rubio’s awk¬ 
ward moment. His inability to 
deal with geological evidence 
was symptomatic of a much 
broader problem - one that may, 
in the end, set America on a path 
of inexorable decline.Q 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The flesh is weak, 
but the spirit of commerce is will¬ 
ing. 

The sexy part of Washington’s 
newest sex scandal has waned. 
The crass part is cranking up. 

As The Times’ Scott Shane writes: 
“The major players have hired 
high-profile, high-priced repre¬ 
sentatives to manage the fallout, 
watch for legal trouble, police 
the press and massage dam¬ 
aged reputations.” 

And, no doubt, pave the way for 
book deals, cushy jobs and TV 
apologias in honeyed light with 
Diane Sawyer and Barbara Wal¬ 
ters. 

The tears and lip gloss started 
flowing Tuesday at a press con¬ 
ference at the Ritz-Carlton here 
featuring a distraught twin, a be¬ 
fuddled press corps and Gloria 
Allred, the feminist avenger last 
seen tormenting Herman Cain 
over sexual harassment charges. 
One minute you’re the Boy Scout 
CIA chief, or the Dudley Do-Right 
general poised to be the next 
Supreme Allied Commander in 
Europe. The next you’re in trouble 
with your wife, your career is a 
late-night chew toy, and you’re 
headed to Allred’s Wikipedia 
page to join such headlines as: 
“Gloria Allred: Tiger Woods’ True 
Opponent?,” “Roman Polanski Hit 
by Fresh Sex Allegations,” “Gloria 
Allred Seeks Rush Limbaugh Pros¬ 
ecution,” “Porn Star Says Rep¬ 
resentative Weiner Asked Her to 
Lie,” and “Attorney Gloria Allred 
Now Connected to Causeway 


Cannibal Case.” 

The news conference with Allred 
and her latest curvy client, Nata¬ 
lie Khawam, Jill Kelley’s identical 
saturnine twin, was so weird it was 
hard to figure out if it was real, a 
Bravo pilot or a Lifetime Christ¬ 
mas movie in search of a good 
miracle. 

“My sister Jill and I aren’t just twins, 
we’re best friends, literally insepa¬ 
rable,” said Khawam, wearing 
a demure navy dress and navy 
suede 4-inch heels with gold trim. 
She continued: “We played varsi¬ 
ty tennis together. She played net 
and I served.” (Don’t you have to 
alternate?) 

With tears streaming down her 
cheeks, she went on: “We also 
played softball together. She was 
the catcher and I pitched. We 
love to cook together. I usually 
bake and she sautes. We used to 
study together. I loved math. She 
loved science, and she excelled 
in chemistry. 

We love to play piano and play 
chess.” 

It was not clear why the twin, de¬ 
scribed by Allred as “a whistle¬ 
blower attorney,” was overshar¬ 
ing and then withholding. The 
two women called a press con¬ 
ference to not comment on the 
scandal that is the only reason 
anyone turned up at the press 
conference. 

The soap opera Stephen Colbert 
calls “General’s Hospital” was 
sparked by Kelley, who got an 
FBI friend in Tampa to pursue an 
investigation of Paula Broadwell’s 
taunting, jealous, anonymous 
emails, and who sent thousands 
of pages of emails herself to Gen. 
John Allen - a handful of which 
were sexually explicit enough to 
hold up his promotion. 

Natalie had a cameo role, vogu- 
ing with the generals and their 
wives and persuading “King Da¬ 
vid” Petraeus and Allen, the top 
NATO commander in Afghani¬ 
stan, to write letters in a bruising 
custody case as she fought her 
ex-husband - a honcho in the 
Iraq occupation - over their baby 
son. 

Reporters, trying to fathom why 
they were there, asked Khawam 


and Allred a plethora of ques¬ 
tions. But it seems that Natalie, 
who gingerly entered arm-in-arm 
with Gloria, just wanted everyone 
to know that she has filed an ap¬ 
peal to try to reverse a decision 
giving sole custody to her ex, 
after a D.C. judge deemed that 
Natalie had lodged “sensational 
accusations” against her former 
husband and was “a psychologi¬ 
cally unstable person.” 

In the “Military-Adulterous Com¬ 
plex,” as Time called it, the twin 
sisters and Broadwell were not 
shy about using their access to 
top generals to advance their 
own agendas. 

Adam Victor, CEO of TransGas 
Development Systems in New 
York, told reporters that Kelley 
- who swanned around Tampa 
and the MacDill Air Force Base, 
home to Centcom, as a trompe 
I’oeil diplomat for South Korea - 
had offered to set up a natural 
gas deal in South Korea in return 
for an $80 million commission. 
“Kelley made it clear to me that 
Gen. Petraeus put her in this posi¬ 
tion and that’s why she was able 
to have access to such senior 
levels that they were essentially 
doing a favor for Gen. Petraeus,” 
Victor, who balked at the ludi¬ 
crous $80 million, told ABC News’ 
Brian Ross. 

Ross also reported that Broadwell 
grabbed the brass ring, starring in 
an infomercial for a company try¬ 
ing to gain military contracts for 
“strange-looking lightweight ma¬ 
chine guns.” 

“Watchdog groups say the use of 
Broadwell was a brilliant move by 
a company seeking an edge in 
Washington,” Ross said. 

The military might want to have its 
future stars read Jane Austen as 
well as Grant and Rommel. “Pride 
and Prejudice” is full of warnings 
about the dangers of young la¬ 
dies with exuberant, flirtatious, 
“unguarded and imprudent” 
manners visiting military regi¬ 
ments and preening in “all the 
glories of the camp.” 

Such folly and vanity, the ever 
wise Elizabeth Bennet cau¬ 
tioned, can lead to censure and 
disgrace.□ 
























Saturday, November 24, 2012 


^FEATURE 



Known for moose, Maine welcomes home 2 elephants 



A retired circus elephant plays with a yoga ball at Hope Elephants, a not-for-profit rehabilitation and educational facility in Hope, 
Maine. In Maine, a state known for moose and lobsters, two Asian elephants have found themselves a new home. 

(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty) 


CLARKE CANFIELD 
Associated Press 
HOPE, Maine (AP) — Maine 
has its moose, lobsters and 
puffins. Add elephants to 
the list. 

Two retired circus ele¬ 
phants, 41-year-old Opal 
and 43-year-old Rosie, 
have been transplanted 
to a newly built elephant 
rehabilitation center in an 
unlikely spot, the country¬ 
side of Maine. 

Jim Laurita worked with 
Opal and Rosie decades 
ago when he was an el¬ 
ephant handler for a trav¬ 
eling circus. A veterinarian, 
Laurita now treats the Asian 
elephants for ailments and 
works to make their re¬ 
tirement comfortable in 
what could be described 
as an old folk's home for 
elephants. He gives tours 
to school groups and 
has made it his mission to 
spread the word about the 
need to protect elephants 
from extinction. 

“These guys are the Grand 
Canyon of animals, and 
they're worth preserving,” 
Laurita said on a recent 
day inside the barn he built 
for the animals. 

Elephants are the world’s 
largest land animals. Slight¬ 
ly smaller than their African 
counterparts, Asian el¬ 
ephants are endangered, 
with fewer than 50,000 liv¬ 
ing in the wild and 16,000 
more in captivity, accord¬ 
ing to the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature. 

Laurita, 54, and his brother, 
Tom, worked for Carson & 
Barnes Circus in the late 
1970s and early ‘80s, trav¬ 
eling across the Midwest. 
Laurita handled elephants, 
his brother was a ringmas¬ 
ter and they had a juggling 
act together. 

Laurita went on to become 
a veterinarian and worked 
with elephants during stints 
at the Bronx Zoo and at 
Wildlife Safari in Oregon 
before settling down with 
his wife in Hope, a town of 
about 1,500 people outside 
the picturesque coastal 
town of Camden. 

A few years ago, Laurita 
and his brother had the 
dream to bring Opal and 
Rosie to Maine from an ele¬ 


phant facility in Oklahoma. 
They formed a nonprofit, 
raised about $100,000 
from individuals and small 
businesses and built an el¬ 
ephant center in a state 
known for lighthouses and 


long winters — but certainly 
not elephants. 

Since the elephants’ ar¬ 
rival in late October, Lau¬ 
rita has been treating Rosie 
for nerve damage to her 
shoulder with therapeutic 
ultrasound, ointment and 
exercise. He uses foot baths 
with water jets to treat her 
as well as Opal’s leg and 
foot problems. In time, he 


plans to use laser treat¬ 
ments, acupuncture and 
hydrotherapy with an un¬ 
derwater treadmill system. 
He says the first three weeks 
the animals were at his cen¬ 
ter have been the “best 


three weeks of their lives.” 
Laurita’s plans came under 
fire even before ground 
was broken for the barn. 
An animal rights group. 
In Defense of Animals, 
called Laurita’s center un¬ 
safe and inhumane, said 
it would “masquerade as 
an elephant 'sanctuary'" 
and deemed Maine’s cli¬ 
mate inappropriate for el¬ 


ephants. 

The California-based group 
even got comedian Lily 
Tomlin to write a letter to 
Maine Gov. Paul LePage 
opposing Laurita's plans. 
Laurita shrugs it off. Asian 
elephants in their native 
range live in places where 
it snows and several zoos in 
cold climates have Asian 
elephants, he said. Like 
people, some elephants 
like the snow while others 
don’t, he added. 

He maintained that there is 
no better place Rosie and 
Opal could be right now. 
“Show me any other ele¬ 
phants getting this kind of 
care,” Laurita said. “I chal¬ 
lenge you to find that.” 

The animals, 14,800 
pounds between them, 
live in a 3,120-square-foot 
(290-square-meter) barn 
with a 28-foot(8.5-meter)- 
high ceiling at its peak and 
the smell of hay in the air. 
On this day, they eat hay 
and throw it onto their 
backs with their long trunks, 
rub against each other 
and rock back and forth 
on the sand-covered floor 
that is heated with an un¬ 
derground radiant heating 
system. 

Outside the barn, the ani¬ 
mals have a little more 
than an acre to roam in 


a paddock protected 
by two electrified fences 
where they can wander 
among a few trees, lay in a 
large pile of sand or roll in 
a mud hole they’ve begun 
making. Shortly after arriv¬ 
ing, the pair uprooted and 
knocked down an apple 
tree for fun, then trumpet¬ 
ed loudly with pride. 

Every day, they each eat 
37 2 bales of hay, 10 pounds 
(4.5 kilograms) of Purina el¬ 
ephant chow and another 
10 pounds of fruit and veg¬ 
etables, Laurita said. They 
have a liking for carrots, 
apples, broccoli and can¬ 
taloupes but haven't taken 
to mushrooms, asparagus 
or sprouts. 

For now, there are no plans 
to bring more elephants 
here. The focus instead is 
on raising additional funds 
for a planned educational 
center, a viewing deck, 
the underwater treadmill 
and day-to-day operating 
costs. 

Laurita wants his elephants 
to be in full view of as many 
people as possible. School 
groups have been visiting 
regularly to hear Laurita 
talk about the need to pro¬ 
tect the animals, which are 
under threat from habitat 
loss and poachers who go 
after their ivory,Q 



Opal and Rosie, retired circus elephants, look forward to 
drinking from a large bucket of water at Hope Elephants, a 
not-for-profit rehabilitation and educational facility in Hope, 
Maine. 

(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty) 































